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Acts 6:1  In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among  

them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 

distribution of food. 2  So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be  

right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3  Brothers and  

sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We  

will turn this responsibility over to them 4  and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of  

the word.” 

 

In 1877, Colonel George Clarke and his wife, Sarah, saw a need to reach out to the hurting and 

destitute in the “skid row” area of Chicago.  They opened a rescue mission in a small storefront 

and began to help those in need both physically and spiritually.  From that humble beginning, the 

Pacific Garden Mission was born that has helped thousands of people through the years and is 

still impacting lives today.  Their stated purpose and mission is: “To reach the lost with the 

Gospel of Christ…We serve with the compassion of Christ and minister with the transforming 

message of the Gospel.” 
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The Pacific Garden Mission and many others like it are following in the footsteps of the early 

church.  Though it does not use the word, it is generally believed that Acts 6 records the 

appointing of the first deacons (the verb form of the word is used -diakoneo meaning “to serve”).  

A problem had risen in the church.  They were doing all they could to care for the poor in their 

community, but some people were being missed.  The particular complaint came from the Greek-

speaking Jews who believed their widows were being overlooked by the local Jerusalem 

believers in the distribution of food. 
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The apostles realized that if they spent all their time “serving tables” there would be no time left 

for anything else.  They needed help!  The apostles set the qualifications for these leaders and the 

people chose who would fill the positions.   

 

These men were not “second-class” leaders.  They were required to have strong spiritual lives, 

full of the Holy Spirit, wisdom, and faith.  They cared for the physical needs in the church but 

also met spiritual needs.  Stephen and Phillip went on to be great evangelists in their own right.  

 

This chapter stresses the unbreakable connection between meeting physical and spiritual needs.  

We as God’s Church must be involved in meeting the physical needs of people.  But if that is as 

far as we go, we have not really helped them.  Unless we also meet their spiritual need for Christ, 

we have only prolonged their life but left their soul still bound for an eternity separated from 

God.  We must be involved in meeting the total needs of people.  As one famous quote says: 

“People will not care how much you know until they know how much you care.” 

 

 
 
1
 Go to the Pacific Garden Mission website for more information  -  https://www.pgm.org/ 

 
2
  Hellenistic Jews were Jews born outside of Israel.  They spoke Greek and had been influenced more by the Greek 

way of  life.  The Pharisees considered them to be “less-than true Jews.”  Hebraic Jews were those born in Israel and 

spoke Hebrew/Aramaic.  While we are not told if the charge concerning these widows was true, there was still a 

great potential to split the church over this issue. 


