
ECCLESIASTES & SONG OF SOLOMON 

Monday, May 11 

Reading: Ecclesiastes 1 & Song 2 
 

Ecclesiastes 1:2  “Meaningless! Meaningless!” says the Teacher. “Utterly meaningless! Everything is 

meaningless.” 3  What do people gain from all their labors at which they toil under the sun? 

Song of Songs 2:10  My beloved spoke and said to me, “Arise, my darling, my beautiful one, come  

with me.  
 

Both of these books were written by King Solomon but they are vastly different. In Ecclesiastes, 

Solomon considers the vanity or emptiness of life under the sun. When viewed from this earthly 

perspective, Solomon finds everything to be “meaningless, a chasing after the wind.” This book 

was probably written toward the end of Solomon’s life. After living much of his life for himself 

and away from God, he gives us an honest evaluation of life and the only One who can make it 

meaningful. 

 

In contrast, Solomon’s Song of Songs is a beautiful love story. It follows the relationship of the 

king with a beautiful Shulamite girl. Some have suggested that this was Solomon’s one true love 

as opposed to his 1000 wives and concubines. It was probably written early in Solomon’s reign 

before his “love life” got out of control. It expresses the passion of love when done God’s way. 

 

OUTLINE OF ECCLESIASTES & SONG OF SONGS: 

 

(1) Introduction   Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 

(2) Experimentation  Ecclesiastes 1:12 – 2:26 

(3) Observation   Ecclesiastes 3:1 – 8:15 

(4) Consideration   Ecclesiastes 8:16 – 12:7 

(5) Final Conclusions  Ecclesiastes 12:8-14 

 

(1) The Courtship   Song 1:1 – 3:5 

(2) The Wedding   Song 3:6 – 5:1 

(3) The Growth of Marital Love Song 5:2 – 8:14 

 

Ecclesiastes shows us the futility of basing our hope and happiness on the things of this world – 

the things under the sun. Worldly-minded people grab on to anything they think will make them 

happy. But it never lasts! Only a life lived for God can satisfy. Where do you get your happiness 

and purpose for life? Is it from the fleeting pleasures of the world or from the joy of God’s 

presence and the eternal pleasures at His right hand (Psalm 16:11)? 

 

Song of Songs reminds us that God created marriage and sexual passion and it is a beautiful 

thing when done His way. It is interesting to note the passion these lovers have for each other. 

Some of the statements in this book will make you blush! In the New Testament, God compares 

marriage to Christ’s relationship with His Church (Ephesians 5:25-27; Revelation 21:9). How 

passionate are we about our relationship with Jesus?  
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Acts 21 


