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Reading: Acts 5 
 

Acts 5:40  They called the apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak  
in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41  The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they  
had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 42  Day after day, in the temple courts  
and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is  
the Messiah. 

 

Richard Wurmbrand was a pastor and leader of the underground church in communist Romania 

during the years after World War 2.  He spent 14 years in a Romanian prison for his faith.  In his 

book Tortured for Christ, he describes his experiences as a prisoner.
 

 

“It was strictly forbidden to preach to other prisoners. It was understood that whoever 

was caught doing this received a severe beating.  A number of us decided to pay the price 

for the privilege of preaching, so we accepted their [the communists'] terms.  It was a 

deal; we preached and they beat us. We were happy preaching.  They were happy beating 

us, so everyone was happy.” 
1 

 

Wurmbrand’s response emulated that of the apostles.  They had once again been arrested for 

preaching about Jesus.  Peter and John had been ordered by the Jewish supreme court never to 

preach in Jesus’ name again (see Acts 4); a command they would not obey.  In fact they had 

prayed for boldness to continue spreading the gospel.  Now all the disciples are threatened again 

and again they proclaim they must obey God rather than men.  This time the threats were 

followed by a flogging.  With backs sore and bloody, the apostles left the Sanhedrin “rejoicing 

because they had been counted worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name.”  Their faithful 

dedication to the Lord had brought about suffering and disgrace from the Jewish leaders, but 

glory and praise to Jesus Christ. 

 

Jesus said that we should rejoice when we are insulted and persecuted for His Name (Matt. 5:11-

12).  The rest of the New Testament confirms that we should expect the world to hate and 

persecute us (John 15:18-20; 1 Pet. 4:12-16; 1 John 3:13).  The apostle Paul stated “for Christ’s 

sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I 

am weak, then I am strong” (2 Cor. 12:10). 

 

How do we respond to the minor persecution we endure here in America? None of us face 

torture, prison, or death for our faith.  And yet we are too often afraid to share the good news of 

Jesus with those around us.  Jesus’ call is for us to be so different from the world that they take 

notice.  That they will oppose us because we are standing firm for Christ!  If the persecution of 

Christians that is so normal in other countries would come to America, would we be willing to 

rejoice in suffering for His Name? 

 

Wurmbrand reminds us that “God will judge us not according to how much we endured, but how 

much we could love.” 
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  Are you willing to pay the price for sharing Jesus’ love? 

 

After being ransomed from prison, Richard Wurmbrand eventually moved to the States where he founded The Voice 

of the Martyrs, an organization devoted to sharing the stories and helping persecuted Christians around the world. 

(www.persecution.com) 
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 Tortured for Christ quoted @ https://www.goodreads.com/author/quotes/44578.Richard_Wurmbrand 


