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Acts 4:10  then know this, you and all the people of Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of  

Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God raised from the dead, that this man stands before  

you healed…12  Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given  

to men by which we must be saved." 13  When they saw the courage of Peter and John and  

realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that  

these men had been with Jesus. 

 

I’ve seen it many times.  I’m driving down the highway and notice a car with a “Smile - - Jesus 

loves you” bumper sticker or some other kind of Christian slogan.  Then the driver gets cut off 

by another car and he has anything but a smile on his face.  He responds by shaking his fist in 

anger and yelling at the offending vehicle.  I’m sure we have all experienced this.  Maybe we 

have even done this ourselves!  
 

This kind of outward “bumper sticker” faith is what Jesus often berated the Pharisees for in His 

day.  Jesus wants the demonstration of our faith to come from the inside out.  That is what we see 

in Acts chapter 4 from Peter and John. 

 

Consider the transformation that has happened in Peter’s life.  Not too many months before this, 

Peter had stood outside in the courtyard and denied knowing Jesus three times.  Now he stands 

before the same men who had condemned Jesus to death that night and boldly proclaims that 

there is no other name but Jesus “by which we must be saved.”  

 

This radical change was not lost on the religious leaders.  They knew these were ordinary 

Galilean fishermen who had no formal training.  Yet they acted and spoke like Jesus had!  The 

influence of Jesus on their lives was obvious. 

 

A bumper sticker faith believes that it is only what is on the outside that counts.  But inward 

thoughts and attitudes affect our outward actions.  Peter was following Christ but when the first 

time of testing came he denied Him because He let his own fear and doubt control him.  When 

this second time of testing came, Peter was trusting in the Spirit working within him and boldly 

defended the faith (see 4:8). 

 

When people look at you can they see that you have “been with Jesus?”  Does His life flow 

through yours?  We are called to be Christians 24/7!  Our lives are the only gospel message some 

people will ever read. 
 

The Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John / Are read by more than a few, 

But the one that is most read and commented on / Is the gospel according to you. 

 

You are writing a gospel, a chapter each day / By the things that you do and the words that you say, / Men 

read what you write, whether faithless or true, / Say, what is the gospel according to you' 

 

Do men read His truth and His love in your life, / Or has yours been too full of malice and strife' / Does 

your life speak of evil, or does it ring true' / Say, what is the gospel according to you'  -  Unknown Author 

 


