
DEVOTIONS FOR LUKE 2-6 
 
 

NO ASTERISK PLEASE 
Thursday, March 9 

Reading: Luke 5 
 

Luke 5:27  After this, Jesus went out and saw a tax collector by the name of Levi sitting at his  
tax booth. “Follow me,” Jesus said to him, 28  and Levi got up, left everything and followed him.  
29  Then Levi held a great banquet for Jesus at his house, and a large crowd of tax collectors  
and others were eating with them. 30  But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law who  
belonged to their sect complained to his disciples, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors  

and sinners?” 31  Jesus answered them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  
32  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”  

 
In his book Not a Fan, Kyle Idleman believes that many churches should put an asterisk on their 

church signs. 

 
“When we read the word ‘anyone’ in the invitation of Jesus we can’t help but think there must be an 

asterisk next to it. Even if there wasn’t one when Jesus spoke these words, it seems that over the years the 

church has put an asterisk next to his invitation. The sign out front of the church says, We Welcome 

Anyone and Everyone. But if you look real close you’ll find an asterisk. And it turns out that Anyone 

means people who appear to have their lives together and don’t have visible struggles. Anyone does not 

include those who struggle with addictions or who have gone through a divorce. Anyone means people who 

dress appropriately. Anyone means those from certain social and economic backgrounds who are affiliated 

with a certain political party and have a certain taste in music.” 
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Jesus did not have an asterisk next to His invitation to become a disciple.  Many “religious” 

people complained when Jesus called a tax collector to follow Him.  Levi (also called Matthew) 

would have been one of the most hated men in town.  Here was a guy who was collecting taxes 

for the enemy.  Peter and the other fishermen in the group must have had many dealings with 

Levi as they brought in the catch each day and the tax collector took Rome’s share of their 

earnings.  They must have been more confused when Jesus accepted the invitation to the banquet 

with all Levi’s “sinful” friends. 

 

Jesus’ illustration puts the haughty religious leaders in their place.  A doctor treats people who 

realize they are sick.  Likewise, Jesus had come to call people who realized their need for a 

Savior.  Levi was such a man for he left his tax booth to follow Jesus and then wanted all his 

friends to meet Jesus too. 

 

The religious leaders thought they were healthy spiritually.  They had no need of Jesus’ 

“doctoring.”  They were fine just the way they were.  It was this attitude that made them 

unwilling to believe in Christ and be saved.  They were too good for that! 

 

I wonder who some churches today would have chosen to call: the Pharisees or Levi?  Those 

who thought they had it all together or those who realized their true spiritual need?  There are no 

people left out in Christ’s call for salvation.  When we shut the church door on people because of 

their social class, race, appearance, etc., we are in danger of acting like the Pharisees.  That’s 

what they did (see Matt. 23:13-15)! 

 

Let’s leave the asterisk off our churches and like Jesus invite everyone to come and follow Him! 
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