
A FAITH THAT SHOCKED JESUS 

Tuesday, March 8 

Reading: Matthew 8 
 

Matthew 8:8  The centurion replied, “Lord, I do not deserve to have You come under my roof. But just say 

the word, and my servant will be healed. 9  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.  

I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 

does it.” 10  When Jesus heard this, He was amazed and said to those following Him, “Truly I tell you, I have 

not found anyone in Israel with such great faith. 
 

Jesus never ceased to amaze His followers. At the beginning of Matthew 8, Jesus’ encounters 

two outcasts in Jewish society. Lepers were ostracized from their community because they were 

unclean by Jewish law. Anyone who touched them would themselves be considered unclean until 

sundown. Thus lepers where forced to live alone and yell “unclean” as a warning to stay away. 

 

In Jesus, this leper sees hope for healing. His question tells us that he had no doubt Jesus could 

heal him; his only question was if Jesus was willing to do so. Mark records that Jesus was moved 

with compassion and does the unthinkable. He touches the untouchable! The man is cleansed and 

Jesus tells him not to tell anyone lest there be hysteria by the crowds. Instead, he was to go and 

do what the Law of Moses required for one cleansed of leprosy as a testimony to Jesus’ power. 

 

As He enters Capernaum, Jesus encounters another rejected person to “good Jews.” As a Roman 

soldier, many Jews would despise this man even though he has shown support for the Jewish 

people and even built the local synagogue (Luke 7:3-5). His good character is also displayed in 

his concern for one of his servants. Surprisingly, Jesus agrees to go to this Gentile’s home. 

 

This centurion knew what authority was all about. He had superiors whom he had to obey. He 

was also in command of one hundred soldiers who carried out his orders. He recognized in Jesus 

the authority of God to heal his servant. So great was his faith that he believed Jesus did not even 

need to be present to heal. His words were powerful enough to heal even from a distance. He 

showed humility in saying that he was not worthy for Jesus to even enter his home. 

 

This is one of the only times Jesus was amazed. This Roman soldier’s faith was stronger than 

any Jesus had seen even among His own people in Israel. He was an example of those Gentiles 

who would believe and sit down in the kingdom as equals with the children of Abraham. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Jesus’ compassion for the leper cost Him. He would be considered unclean for touching the 

leper. Does your compassion for others lead you to act even if it costs you something? Do 

you reach out to the outcasts and hurting with the love of Christ? 

 

2. The centurion’s faith amazed Jesus. He believed in Jesus’ power without ever seeing it or 

being present when it occurred. Do you have a faith that would amaze Jesus? Or do you need 

to SEE God work in order to trust in Him?   
 
 

 

 
 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 3-4 


