
FOLLOWERS & FOES 

Monday, March 7 

Reading: Luke 5-6 
 

Luke 6:12 One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God. 

13  When morning came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also designated 

apostles: 
 

In these chapters, we see Jesus calling His first disciples. He did not call the elite of society but 

fishermen and tax collectors. These men left everything to follow Him. After praying all night, 

Jesus chose twelve men to follow Him and become like Him. He would pour His life into these 

men so they could continue the work after He had gone. They were a ragtag bunch. You had a 

number of fishermen, a tax collector (Matthew is called Levi in chapter 5), and a former political 

revolutionary. None of them were the type of men that rabbis of the day would have chosen. But 

Jesus knew their hearts and would shape them into “fishers of men.” 

 

In contrast, Luke presents the opposition of the religious elite. The scribes and Pharisees did not 

like Jesus. They wrongly accused Him of breaking the Law by healing on the Sabbath. They 

criticized Him for not following the manmade rules they had added to the Mosaic Law. When 

Jesus would heal, they were not concerned about the person who had been freed from suffering; 

they were angry with Jesus and plotted to get rid of Him. 

 

It is in this context that Luke records “the Beatitudes” to show how those who follow Jesus are to 

live (6:20-23; 27-42). These are paralleled by “woes” on those who refuse to follow Him (6:24-

26). He concludes by giving two pictures contrasting these followers and foes. First, He 

compares them to trees. He reminds everyone that a tree is known by the fruit it bears, just as a 

person is known by what comes out of their heart. He then tells a story about two builders. The 

one who listens and obeys His word is like a house built on a solid foundation that can weather 

the storms. Those who will not listen to His words are like a house built on sand that collapses 

when under pressure. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Jesus chose common men (not trained religious people) to be his chief disciples. Some of 

them would have hated each other in their former life. Matthew (Levi) the tax collector 

would have been widely despised as a collaborator with Rome. Simon the Zealot might have 

tried to kill such a person before He met Jesus! So today, the church is made up of all kinds 

of people. Each one is important and vital to God’s work. Are there people in the church you 

have a problem with? What might you need to do to fix that relationship? Where do you fit in 

God’s plan for the church? 

 

2. The religious leaders hated Jesus because He would not follow their rules. Are there some 

manmade rules that you need to let go of in order to serve Christ better? Are you welcoming 

to everyone who comes through the doors of the church? 

 

3. In Jesus’ parable of the builders, both houses went through the storm. Having Christ as our 

foundation does not mean storms will not come. But it does mean that we can get through the 

storms because Christ is with us. Do you have faith through the storms that come your way? 

Will your faith stand or fall during trials? 
 
 

 

 
 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 1-2 


