
PROVERBS 22-24: A WORD ABOUT WORK 

Friday, March 4 

Reading: Proverbs 24:27, 30-34 
 

Proverbs 24:32  I applied my heart to what I observed and learned a lesson from what I saw: 33  A little 

sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest— 34  and poverty will come on you like a thief  

and scarcity like an armed man. 
 

Investor Thomas Edison once said, “Opportunity is missed by most people because it is dressed 

in overalls and looks like work.” 
1
 These final two sayings deal with our attitudes about work. It 

is couched in farming terms since much of ancient Israel was agrarian in nature, but again the 

principles apply to all occupations and to our spiritual lives. 

 
PRIORITIES (24:27) – A farmer who thinks about the comforts of a house before preparing and 

planting his fields is backwards. First attend to your means of income so you can support a 

household. “A wise man plans ahead; he first lays a foundation and then he builds on it.” 
2
 In our 

lives, it is important to collect before we consume; we don’t spend until we have something to 

spend. On a spiritual level, we may compare this to Jesus’ teaching about ‘counting the cost’ 

(Luke 14:25-35). While describing the cost of following Him, Jesus uses two illustrations:  

(1) calculating the cost before building a tower and (2) considering the strength of one’s army 

before going to war. His thought is that we should put our priorities in order. That being His 

disciple involves planning and sacrifice. Jesus should be of first importance – before family, 

ambitions, anything! That is what He means by hating family and one’s own life to become His 

disciple (14:26-27). He is not saying to literally hate your family, but all other loves should pale 

in comparison to our love for Christ. Do you have your priorities in order? Have you considered 

what plans and sacrifices you may be asked to make for God’s kingdom? 

 

LAZINESS (24:30-34) – 19
th

 century French author Jules Renard said, “Laziness is nothing 

more than the habit of resting before you get tired.” 
3
 It is the ultimate form of self-centeredness. 

Solomon warns that laziness will bring poverty by presenting a parable about an overgrown 

vineyard. The owner had no excuse for not working his vineyard. He was just lazy (“sluggard”) 

and brainless (“no sense”). His field that once showed potential had been ruined by neglect. A. J. 

Higgins gives some interesting thoughts on this parable. 
4
 

 

1. Something was NEEDED – If he just put in some effort, his vineyard could be fruitful. But 

he is full of excuses – “I need a little more rest and relaxation!” It takes effort to keep our 

Christian life strong. What excuses do you make? 

2. Something was NEGLECTED – He had allowed the thorns and weeds to take over and the 

wall that was supposed to keep things out was broken down. If we neglect our relationship 

with God something else will take its place. If we allow the godly ‘walls’ that protect us to 

fall, the world will creep in and ruin our testimony. 

3. Something was NECESSARY – A little attention and repair would make the vineyard 

fruitful again. So attention to our spiritual health and growth will bring forth fruit for God 

that will minister to others. 
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