
SCANDAL OF CHRISTMAS 

Friday, March 3 

Reading: 1 Peter 2 
 

1 Peter 2: 7  Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders  

rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8  and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.”  

They stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for.  
 

All our Christmas pictures are beautiful – Mary and Joseph standing around the manger – everyone with halos 

around their heads. But this is not the picture given us in Scripture. 1 Peter 2:6-8 quotes from several Old 

Testament passages (Isaiah 28:16; Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14) that describe Christ as a precious stone to those 

who trust in Him and One that is rejected and stumbled over by those who do not. The phase “makes them fall” 

in verse 8 translates the Greek word skándalon from which we get our English word ‘scandal.” Jesus’ birth and 

life was a scandal! 

 

Imagine a teenage girl living in a very religious community getting pregnant before her marriage. Imagine the 

gossip that swirled around a little town like Nazareth over Mary’s situation. There are hints in the gospels that 

people had questions about Jesus’ conception. Like when the people of Nazareth call Him “Mary’s son” (Mark 

6:3) instead of identifying Him by his father as was normal in Jewish society. Or the time when the Pharisees 

were arguing with Jesus and they blurt our “We were not born of fornication” (John 8:41 NKJV) implying they 

believe there was something illegitimate about Jesus’ birth. His birth was surrounded by scandal to people 

because they did not believe it was a miracle of God. 

 

Think about the first witnesses to Jesus’ birth. Shepherds were not the “upper crust” of society. Their social 

skills were in question and they hung out with sheep and smelled like sheep. They were not even allowed to 

testify in court because of their reputation. And yet God chose them to be the first to hear and share the gospel 

message.  

 

The prophet Isaiah wrote these words about the coming Savior: 
 

“He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to Him, nothing in His appearance that we should desire Him. He was despised and 

rejected by mankind, a Man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces He was despised,  

and we held Him in low esteem” (Isaiah 53:2-3) 
 

Jesus’ life was filled with scandal. He reached out to the poor and the sick, the tax collectors and sinners – 

people who the ‘proper’ religious leaders would shun. The crowds often seemed more interested in His miracles 

than His message. His disciples rarely understood what Jesus was talking about. And he was ultimately arrested 

and condemned by His enemies, forsaken by His followers, and crucified on a Roman cross naked and alone. 

But it is through this scandal that we have been given new life (see Isaiah 53:5-12). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The Apostle Peter lists two responses to the scandal of Jesus. We can fall over Him and be crushed by 

eternal separation from God because of unbelief. Or we can let Jesus break our hard hearts and accept Him 

as Savior. 

 

2. Don’t be surprised when people are scandalized by your faith in Christ. Jesus promised it would happen 

(John 15:19-21). But take courage! Jesus is with you. He knows how you feel. And He has promised never 

to leave you or forsake you. 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Matthew 2 


