
PROVERBS 22-24: WATCH YOUR WORDS 

Thursday, March 3 

Reading: Proverbs 24:23-26, 28-29 
 

Proverbs 24:26  An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips.  
 

This section of Proverbs concludes with a few more “sayings of the wise.” These twelve verses 

can be divided into two themes: our words and our work. The proverbs regarding our words are 

given in a courtroom setting, but the principles apply to every area of our lives.  

 

PARTIALITY (24:23) – In a court of law, showing favoritism to someone because of their 

position, wealth, status, or anything else is a perversion of justice (Leviticus 19:15). In the New 

Testament, James 2:1-13 tells us that believers are not to show favoritism. God does not show 

favoritism and His children should treat all people with the love and respect they deserve as 

created in the image of God. 
 

“If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,”  

you are doing right. But if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law  

as lawbreakers” (James 2:8-9) 
 

JUSTICE (24:24-25) – The prophet Isaiah wrote, “Woe to those who call evil good and good 

evil…” (Isaiah 5:20). How often have we seen the miscarriage of justice by letting the guilty go 

free! The character of a nation or individual will be seen in how they serve true justice. The 

world system may call evil good, but as God’s children we must stand for His justice. It may not 

always be popular but it will bring God’s blessing which is far more important. 

 

HONESTY (24:26) – In ancient times, a kiss was more than just a sign of affection. It also 

conveyed the idea of great friendship and loyalty. In Hebrew the word ‘honesty’ means 

straightforward. We sometimes think we need to lie or bend the truth to spare our friend’s 

feelings. But true friendship means being honest and truthful. “Faithful are the wounds of a 

friend, but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful” (Proverbs 27:6). To ignore or condone when 

someone is going astray is not friendship. True friendship is “speaking the truth in love” 

(Ephesians 4:15). Just as God loves us too much to let us waste our lives, so we should love 

others enough to share God’s wisdom and way. 

 

REVENGE (24:28-29) – These verses take us back to the courtroom. But this time the warning 

is for the witness in the case. Lying is wrong even if your neighbor has hurt you in some way. 

Revenge is never a good thing! Some use the Old Testament law of “eye for eye and tooth for 

tooth” (Exodus 21:23-25; Leviticus 24:19-20; Deuteronomy 19:17-18, 21) as justification for 

vengeance. But revenge is not what Moses is talking about! God gave this law to restrain 

vengeance and excessive punishment. It was meant to “make the punishment fit the crime.” And 

it applied not to personal vengeance but to judicial and legal rulings. The priests and judges 

would determine an appropriate and just sentence. In Deuteronomy 32:35 God says, “It is Mine 

to avenge; I will repay.” This warning is repeated in the New Testament: “Do not take revenge, 

my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: ‘It is Mine to avenge; I will 

repay,’ says the Lord” (Romans 12:19; see also Hebrews 10:30). Instead of doing to them what 

they did to you, we are to live by Jesus’ ‘Golden Rule”: “Do to others as you would have them to 

do you” (Luke 6:31).  
 

 

 
 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  John 19-20 


