
DEVOTIONS FOR LUKE 17-21 
 
 
 

PRAY FOR THE PERSECUTED 

Friday, March 31 

Reading: Luke 21 
 

Luke 21:12  “But before all this, they will seize you and persecute you. They will hand you over to 
synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on  

account of my name. 13  And so you will bear testimony to me.  

 

Polycarp was born around 69 AD and had been a disciple of the apostle John who appointed him 

bishop of Smyrna (modern Izmir in Turkey).  Now at 86, he was probably the last living person 

to have known one of Jesus’ Twelve apostles.  When he was arrested in 155 AD for being a 

Christian, the Roman proconsul tried to get Polycarp to deny Christ and save his life.  But the old 

bishop refused.  “Eighty-six years I have served Him and He has done me no wrong.  How can I 

blaspheme my King and my Savior?” 
 

The proconsul tried several other threats to get Polycarp to recant to no avail.  Finally he 

threatened to burn him to death.  Polycarp replied, “You threaten me with fire which burns for an 

hour, and is then extinguished, but you know nothing of the fire of the coming judgment and 

eternal punishment, reserved for the ungodly.  Why are you waiting?  Bring on whatever you 

want.”  With that Polycarp was lead to the stake where he was burned and then stabbed to death.
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In the midst of Jesus’ discussion of the End Times, Jesus inserts a warning to His disciples about 

persecution.  Two things stand out from Jesus’ statements in these verses.  One is that these 

persecutions and betrayals will be “on account of My name.”  Suffering for things we have done 

wrong or mistakes we have made is not persecution.  Persecution is when we are standing up for 

Jesus Christ and others bring trouble on us (see 1 Pet. 3:8-17).  If we never hear an unkind word 

from someone because of our stand for Christ, are we really living as He has called us to live? 
 

Second, Jesus says during these times of persecution “you will bear testimony to Me.”  In those 

early years of intense persecution when Christians were being killed in masses by the Roman 

government a saying arose that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church.”  Their 

testimony in the face of death caused others to come to Christ - to have what they had!  If we 

were on trial for our faith, would there be enough evidence to convict us? 
 

Around the world today, persecution is rising.  One report states that over 7000 Christians were 

killed around the world in 2015.  The numbers for 2016 are even higher (for more information, 

see the webpages below). 
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  Fellow Christians around the world have to flee or face 

imprisonment, torture, and death.  However, there is also strong evidence that God is moving in 

these countries as many people are coming to the Lord.  We need to pray for and stand up for our 

persecuted brothers and sisters around the world.  Take to heart the words of Hebrews 13:3: 
 

“Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison,  

and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.”  

 

 

 

 

 
1
  “The Martyrdom of Polycarp” @ https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/study/module/polycarp/ 

2
  http://www.cnn.com/2016/01/17/world/christian-persecution-2015/  &   http://www.breitbart.com/big-

government/2016/01/20/report-2015-saw-most-violent-persecution-of-christians-in-modern-history/ 


