
PROVERBS 22-24: PROPER RESPECT 

Wednesday, March 2 

Reading: Proverbs 24:21-22 
 

Proverbs 24:21  Fear the LORD and the king, my son, and do not join with rebellious officials, 22  for those 

two will send sudden destruction on them, and who knows what calamities they can bring? 
 

The ‘30 Sayings of the Wise’ end with the common theme of the book of Proverbs: The fear of 

the Lord. 

 

SAYING #30: RESPECT FOR AUTHORITY (24:21-22) – First, we are to “fear the Lord.” We 

have lost much of the proper respect and reverence for God today – even in many churches. 

While God is our loving heavenly Father, we dare not take Him for granted or presume on His 

mercy by living any way we please. To fear God is to stand in awe and worship, to love Him 

with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength, and to obey His word and will for your life.  

 

The second part of this verse is about fearing “the king” and not joining with “rebellious” people. 

This Hebrew word means ‘to change or alter.’ It is referring to people who want to overthrow the 

government. The Bible teaches us that “the authorities that exist have been established by God” 

(Romans 13:1). Rulers are to keep the peace, punish the wrongdoer and commend those who do 

right (Romans 13:2-7; 1 Peter 2:13-16). Thus believers are commanded to “show proper respect 

to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor” (1 Peter 2:17). To rebel 

against rightful authority is the rebel against God! That is why Saying #30 tells us that 

destruction and calamity will come from God and the king on rebels. 

 

But what if the government is not following God’s standards? When Paul wrote the letter to the 

Romans Nero was emperor. He was a lascivious, wicked, murdering madman. When Peter wrote 

his letter some years later things had gotten even worse and within a few months Nero would 

start the first organized persecution of Christians by the Roman government in which both Peter 

and Paul would be killed. Yet both Paul and Peter instructed believers to submit for the Lord’s 

sake. 

 

Why is this attitude of submission and obedience important for believers? The answer is that the 

call of believers is not to reform government but to transform lives through the power of the 

gospel. Government can never change a person’s heart; only Christ can do that. We must realize 

that the return of Christ is getting ever closer and our time to reach the lost is slipping away. A 

proper attitude toward government will show the world what it means to “Love your neighbor as 

yourself.”   

 

These verses don’t say to only obey the laws you like or agree with. The only time God approves 

of disobedience to authority is when they command something that God has condemned or 

condemn something that God has commanded. At these times, believers must obey God rather 

than men (Acts 5:29). We stand against the propagation of evil by our leaders because it is in 

direct conflict with the Word of God. And we must also be ready to bear up under the 

consequences of that stand (see the examples of Daniel 3 & 6). So the next time you feel the urge 

to bad-mouth the politician on the other side of the aisle, remember you belong to the Lord and 

your testimony and witness for Him is far more important than any political position.` 
 

 

 
 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  John 17-18 


