
PEOPLE WHO MISSED CHRISTMAS 

Thursday, March 2 

Reading: Matthew 2; Luke 4 
 

Matthew 13:54  Coming to His hometown, He began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed.  

“Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they asked. 55  “Isn’t this the carpenter’s Son?  

Isn’t His mother’s name Mary, and aren’t His brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56  Aren’t all His sisters with us? 

Where then did this man get all these things?” 57  And they took offense at Him.  
 

In Charles Dickens’ classic A Christmas Carol we meet Ebenezer Scrooge whose favorite expression 

concerning Christmas was “Bah humbug!” He despised the holiday so much that he said, “If I could work my 

will, every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips, should be boiled with his own pudding, and 

buried with a stake of holly through his heart.” Now that is what I call missing Christmas! Sadly, Scrooge is not 

a unique case. In fact, most people missed the first Christmas as well. 

 

THE PEOPLE OF BETHLEHEM MISSED CHRISTMAS: The little town was crowded with people who had 

come to register for the Roman census. They were too busy to concern themselves with a poor couple and their 

newborn Baby out in the cold. Likewise, many people today are TOO BUSY. There is no room for Jesus in 

their lives so he gets pushed aside. 

 

KING HEROD MISSED CHRISTMAS: In fact, he tried to kill Christmas! He was paranoid and afraid that this 

One “born king of the Jews” would take his crown. So after his attempt to get information from the Magi 

ultimately failed, he murdered the baby boys of Bethlehem in a vain attempt to hold on to his power. There are 

many Herods in the world today. Because of FEAR, they will not accept Jesus. They are not about to let 

someone else be King of their lives.  

 

THE RELIGIOUS LEADERS MISSED CHRISTMAS: When Herod asked them where the Messiah was to be 

born they quoted the prophet Micah to show He would be born in Bethlehem. Yet they did not travel the five 

miles from Jerusalem to Bethlehem to see for themselves. They were INDIFFERENT. They just didn’t care! 

They were self-righteous and proud and believed they didn’t need Savior. Many people today are the same way. 

They believe they are OK just the way they are. “I’m a good person. Why do I need Jesus?” they will say. And 

so they miss out on the salvation Jesus brings. 

 

THE PEOPLE OF NAZARETH MISSED CHRISTMAS: Jesus grew up in the little town of Nazareth in 

Galilee. These people knew Him well. They knew His family well. So when Jesus came and preached in their 

synagogue they rejected Him as the promised Messiah and tried to kill Him! Mark 6:6 tells us that Jesus was 

“amazed at their LACK OF FAITH. So today, people are dying and going to hell because they refuse to put 

their trust in Jesus as their Lord and Savior. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Are you too busy for Jesus? Who is in control of your life? 

2. Are you indifferent to the gospel and relying on your own good works or religious activity and rituals to 

save you? 

3. Is there anything more important to you than your relationship with Jesus? 

4. Don’t miss Christmas! Don’t miss Christ! 

 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Luke 2 


