
DEVOTIONS FOR MARK 13-17 
 
 

WHO MOVED THE STONE? 
Thursday, March 2 

Reading: Mark 16 
 

Mark 16: 4  But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been  
rolled away. 5  As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting  
on the right side, and they were alarmed. 6  “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for  
Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they  
laid him. 7  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There  

you will see him, just as he told you.” 

 

Frank Morison was the pen name of Albert Henry Ross (1881-1950), an English advertising 

agent and freelance writer.  He was a firm believer in science and believed Huxley’s assertion 

that miracles do not happen.  He began to research the final days of Jesus with the plan to reveal 

the myths and superstitions that surrounded the tales of Jesus’ resurrection.  He ended up writing 

a completely different book than he had planned. 
 

In 1930, he published the book Who Moved the Stone?  in which he describes the reasons he 

went from skeptic to believer.  This book has become a milestone in the defense of the 

resurrection.  More importantly, it has changed the lives of many others just as its writing did for 

the author. 
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The women came to the tomb on that first Easter morning asking the question of who would 

move the stone so they could complete the anointing that had been cut short on Friday by the 

Sabbath.  However, they found the stone already rolled away and an angel with the world- 

changing message, “He is risen!”  The stone had not been rolled away to let Jesus out; He was 

already gone!  The angel moved the stone to let others in - to discover the empty tomb! 
 

The angel also delivers another interesting message.  He says, “Go, tell His disciples AND 

PETER, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee…” (16:7 emphasis added).  Why single out 

Peter?  While all the other disciples had deserted Jesus at His arrest, Peter had gone one step 

farther.  He had denied three times even knowing the Lord.  Now it is as if the angel is saying, 

“Hey, Peter!  Jesus knows you blew it, but He especially wants you to know He has risen!’”  

What a wonderful message of grace! 
 

Sometime before Jesus’ appearance in the upper room that evening Jesus makes a private visit to 

Peter.  The two Emmaus disciples are told that Jesus has appeared to Peter (Luke 24:33-35).  

Paul also confirms this encounter in 1 Corinthians 15:5.  We have no details about this meeting 

but  perhaps Jesus made this special appearance because of Peter’s feelings of unworthiness over 

his denials.  It is likely that Peter never spoke of it.  It was far too personal!  It is probable that 

Peter’s denials were dealt with in this personal encounter.  Whatever happened, it changed Peter.  

Now longer was he the remorseful disciple who wept bitterly.  When he next sees Jesus by the 

Sea of Galilee he is anxious to be with the Lord instead of being hesitant to face the One he had 

denied (see John 21). 
 

Have you had a life changing encounter with the resurrected Jesus?  Have you experienced His 

loving and forgiving touch on your life?  Like Peter, there are times of trial, doubt, and guilt that 

can only be remedied by a personal touch from the Lord.  
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