
DEVOTIONS FOR LUKE 17-21 
 
 
 

WHERE ARE THE OTHER NINE? 

Monday, March 27 

Reading: Luke 17 
 

Luke 17: 14  When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went,  

they were cleansed. 15  One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud 

voice. 16  He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. 17  Jesus asked, 

“Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? 18  Has no one returned to give praise to God 

except this foreigner?” 19  Then he said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.” 

 

A man had a habit of grumbling at the food his wife placed before him at family meals. Then he 

would ask the blessing.  One day after his usual combination complaint-prayer, his little girl 

asked, “Daddy, does God hear us when we pray?”  “Why, of course,” he replied. “He hears us 

every time we pray.” 

 

She paused on this a moment, and asked, “Does He hear everything we say the rest of the time?”  

“Yes, dear, every word,” he replied, encouraged that he had inspired his daughter to be curious 

about spiritual matters.  However, his pride was quickly turned to humility at his daughter’s next 

question.  “Then, which does God believe?” 

 

While on His way to Jerusalem, Jesus encounters ten lepers who cry out to Him for mercy.  

Jesus’ command to show themselves to the priest was what a cleansed leper would do in order to 

reenter society (Lev. 14).  The implication is that Jesus was granting their request.  A person who 

still had leprosy would have no need to go to the priest, in fact he would be forbidden from doing 

so.   

 

As they leave in obedience to Jesus’ command they were cleansed.  Excitedly, they run off to 

report to the priests and renew their lives in society.  However, one returns to give thanks.  That 

he is a Samaritan (one whom pious Jews despised and vice versa) surprised Jesus.  But He is also 

surprised by the fact that he is the ONLY one who came back.  While all were healed, only this 

Samaritan was thankful for Jesus’ gift to him and only he left that day with not only His body 

cleansed, but his soul as well. 

 

Like the other nine lepers, how often do we receive blessings from the Lord and then neglect to 

give Him thanks?  Do we fall at His feet and worship Him for all that He has done for us?  Or, 

like the father in the opening story, are our words and lives full of grumbling and complaining 

that reveal the true state of our hearts? 
 

Psalm 107:21  Oh, that men would give thanks to the LORD for His goodness, And for His  

wonderful works to the children of men! 22  Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving,  

And declare His works with rejoicing. 
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