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Matthew 4:19  Then [Jesus] said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
 

On January 19, 1897, a homeless, intoxicated man was stumbling his way toward the pier in 

Chicago, Illinois. He had lost several jobs because of his heavy drinking and gambling problems. 

He later said, “I loathed the life I was living. I tried my level best, but it wasn’t in me.” 
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 After a 

10-day drinking bout he returned home to find his two-year old son dead. He blamed himself and 

promised never to drink again – a promise he broke two hours after the funeral. He abandoned 

his family and ended up in Chicago. He was on his way to drown himself in Lake Michigan 

when a staff member pulled him inside the Pacific Garden Mission. There he heard the mission’s 

director Harry Monroe tell how Christ saved him out a life of alcoholism. Mel Trotter heard the 

gospel that night and gave his life to Christ. With God’s help, he conquered his addictions, held a 

job, and was reunited with his family. He also went with Monroe to represent the mission in 

churches and meetings. Trotter chose 2 Corinthians 5:17 as his favorite verse: “If any man be in 

Christ, he is a new creature.” 

 

In 1900, the city of Grand Rapids, Michigan was facing a serious homeless problem. Local 

businessmen decided they needed to start a rescue mission and asked the Pacific Garden Mission 

for help. The director suggested Mel Trotter as the director of the new work. Though he had little 

experience in directing a ministry or even leading meetings, Mel Trotter moved and began the 

Grand Rapids Mission. God blessed and there were conversions for Christ almost immediately. 

Trotter soon discovered he could preach and also handle the rough characters who would try to 

disrupt the meetings. “On one occasion he had the crowd sing “More About Jesus” while he 

tossed the hooligans into the street.” 
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“By 1913, the mission held twenty-three meetings a week and the building was in constant use 

twenty-four hours a day providing food, clothing, and lodging. Trotter had prison services, Bible 

classes and street meetings.”
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His wife began a mission for the women called the Martha 

Mission. Over the years he helped to start almost 70 rescue missions across the country. 

 

Mel Trotter died in 1940 in Holland, Michigan after a severe heart attack. But the mission he 

started continues its work. It was renamed Mel Trotter Ministries in his honor. Their mission 

statement states they “exists to demonstrate the compassion of Jesus Christ, through rescue and 

restoration for anyone experiencing hunger and homelessness.” Its vision is to end homelessness 

through the power of Christ, one life at a time. 
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 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mel_Trotter 

   https://www.meltrotter.org/themission/history 
2 

https://www.meltrotter.org/themission 
 


