
DEVOTIONS FOR LUKE 12-16 
 
 

LOST AND FOUND 
Thursday, March 23 

Reading: Luke 15 
 

Luke 15:20  So he got up and went to his father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father  
saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and  
kissed him. 21  “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am  
no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22  “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the  
best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23  Bring the fattened  
calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24  For this son of mine was dead and is alive again;  
he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

 

During the American Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln was asked what he would do with 

all the Confederate soldiers once the war was over.  His answer surprised the one who asked the 

question.  He was probably expecting some words of vengeance for those who had rebelled 

against the union.  Instead Lincoln stated: “I will treat them as if they had never been away.” 
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We often call this the Parable of the Prodigal Son, but it is really about the forgiving father.  

Jesus told these three parables as a unit to show the love and forgiveness of our heavenly Father. 

In the first parable, 1 sheep out of 100 is lost. Yet the shepherd searches for the sheep until it is 

found.  In the second, it is 1 out of 10 coins that is lost.  Again there is a diligent search until it is 

found. 

 

In the last and longer parable it is a son that is lost - really both sons are lost in different ways. 

The younger son wastes his father’s money on wild living and ends up coming home destitute. 

But the father has been watching for him every day because he sees his son coming when “he 

was still a long way off” and welcomes him with open arms. 

 

The older son, though he never left home, is also lost because of his self-righteous and prideful 

attitude and his refusal to forgive his prodigal brother.  He even resented his father’s forgiveness 

of this “deadbeat” sibling. While the younger brother represents the “the tax collectors and 

sinners” who were listening, the older brother obviously pictures the Pharisees and teachers of 

the Law who had no concern for the lost people around them. 

 

In a few chapters, Jesus will proclaim that “the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that 

which was lost” (Luke 19:10). These parables prove His point! God is pictured as a loving 

shepherd who seeks for the one lamb who has gone astray. He is pictured as the woman who 

goes to great lengths to find her missing coin. And He is pictured as a loving Father who waits 

patiently and longs for His lost son to come home. Each story ends with rejoicing over the lost 

being found. 

 

Have you had a reason to rejoice over someone being spiritual “found” lately? We should all be 

involved in searching for the lost and bringing them to the Savior. We need to join the angels for 

a lot more celebrating in our church families! 
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http://www.sermoncentral.com/illustrations/sermon-illustration-charles-mallory-quotes-parableprodigalson-

forgivenessforothers-grace-1905.asp 


