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NARROW DOOR 

Tuesday, March 21 

Reading: Luke 13 
 

Luke 13:24  “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will  
try to enter and will not be able to. 25  Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door,  
you will stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I  
don’t know you or where you come from.’ 26  “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you,  
and you taught in our streets.’ 27  “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.  
Away from me, all you evildoers!’ 

 

I remember an old chorus we used to sing growing up.  It said: 

 

There’s a broad way / There’s a bright way / There’s a way that seems  

the right way / But it’s the wrong way / For it leads you far from God 

Travel God’s way / It’s the best way / It’s the only tried and true way  

And it will lead to / Life eternal some glad day. 

 

Our world today would disagree with this song.  They want us to believe that the broad and 

bright way is the true way.  It doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you are sincere.  

“Tolerance” is the word of the day and that means you can’t tell me that your way is the only 

right way.  In fact, our nation today seems to be tolerant of every belief except real Christianity!  

They want us to stop sharing our faith because it states that Jesus is the only way! 

 

In our passage today, Jesus is asked if there will only be a few people who will be saved.  The 

man’s question implies that he believed he was one of those few!  Jesus, however, won’t answer 

this “dumb” question.  He tells this man instead of worrying about everybody else he needed to 

worry about himself!  Was he entering the narrow door? 

 

The word Jesus uses for “narrow” implies a difficult, narrow path.  That is why Jesus tells us we 

must strive to enter.  We get our English word agonize from the Greek word for strive.  Why is 

Jesus’ way more difficult?  Because it runs counter to the world’s way of thinking and living.   

 

Jesus said that there would be many who knew about Jesus.  They had heard Him preach and 

may even have shared a meal with Him.  But when He returns to set up His kingdom He will tell 

them “I don’t know you or where you came from.  Away from Me, all you evildoers!” (13:27).  

They are rejected because they never knew Jesus in a personal way.  They never received Him as 

their personal Savior and Lord.  You can go to church every week and hear the gospel but until 

you make your relationship with Christ personal you’re still on the wrong path. 

 

While the message of salvation is simple and the free gift of God, it is not easy.  To follow the 

Lord means we must be countercultural!  We must reject the “everyone is OK” attitude and hold 

on to the truth that we are all sinners in need of a Savior.  We must deny the world’s idea that all 

religions can lead to God and proclaim the truth that Jesus is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.  

No one comes to the Father except by Me” (John 14:6).  The world will call us “narrow minded” 

and intolerant.  But as one Christian comedian has said, “I can afford to narrow minded - - - I’m 

right!”  Only the narrow way of Christ will “lead to life eternal some glad day.” 
 


