
I WILL SING OF MY REDEEMER 

Sunday, March 20 
 

 

[1] I will sing of my Redeemer         [2] I will tell the wondrous story 

And His wondrous love to me         How my lost estate to save 

On the cruel cross He suffered         In His boundless love and mercy 

From the curse to set me free         He the ransom freely gave 

               CHORUS: 

Sing, oh, sing of my Redeemer 

With His blood He purchased me 

On the cross He sealed my pardon 

Paid the debt and made me free 

 

[3] I will praise my dear Redeemer         [4] I will sing of my Redeemer 

His triumphant power I’ll tell         And His heavenly love to me 

How the victory He giveth          He from death to life hath brought me 

Over sin, and death and hell         Son of God with Him to be 

 
At age 17, Philip P. Bliss 

1
 (1838-1876) became a schoolmaster in Hartsville, New York. Two years later a voice teacher 

named J.G. Towner recognized his musical talent and gave Philip his first formal voice lesson. He also met William B. 

Bradbury (composer of the music for “Jesus Loves Me”, “Just As I Am”, and many other popular hymns). Bradbury 

encouraged Bliss to become a music teacher. Soon after, Bliss became a music teacher at Rome Academy in 

Pennsylvania. It was there that he fell in love with Lucy J. Young who was from a musical family. They were married on 

June 1, 1859.  

 

In 1864, Philip and Lucy moved to Chicago where Philip became known as a singer and teacher. He composed hymns 

(including Jesus Loves Even Me – 1871) and conducted singing schools and concerts for Root and Cady Musical 

Publishers. He would later team up with evangelist Dwight L. Moody who urged him to become a full-time missionary 

singer. In 1874, he began a new mission in life as an evangelist. He also continued to compose hymns like “Wonderful 

Words of Life” (1874) and “Hallelujah, What a Savior!” (1875)  among many others. 

 

On December 29, 1876, Philip and Lucy Bliss were on a train returning to Chicago. They had left their two young boys 

(ages 2 & 4) with their grandparents in Pennsylvania. In Ashtabula, Ohio the railroad bridge collapsed and the 7-carriage 

train plummeted into the ravine below. It is reported that Philip survived the crash but ran back into the flames to save his 

wife. They both perished in the flames. He was 38 years old.  

 

Amazingly, Bliss’ trunk survived the wreck. When opened, several hymns were discovered that Philip Bliss had not had 

time to put to music yet. One of them was “I Will Sing of My Redeemer.” Soon after its discovery, hymn writer James 

McGranahan wrote music for Bliss’ lyrics. It was an instant success. It became one of the first songs ever to be recorded 

on Thomas Edison’s new phonograph.  

 

It is fitting that “I Will Sing of My Redeemer” was probably the last song Philip Bliss ever composed for its message is 

the one for which he had lived his life. It is an invitation to rejoice in our Redeemer who “with His blood He purchased 

me / On the cross He sealed my pardon / Paid the debt and made me free.” It is a call for every believer to “sing, tell the 

wondrous story, and praise my dear Redeemer” just like Philip Bliss had done throughout his life. As we think about the 

tragic event that ended the life of Philip and Lucy Bliss (and 90 other passengers on the train) I like to think Mr. Bliss 

would want us to focus on the last lines of verse 4 of his hymn: “He from death to life has brought me / Son of God with 

Him to be.” This is our blessed hope…this is why we can “Sing of our Redeemer.” 

 
“I Will Sing of My Redeemer” on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=41tpNZR-gwk 
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  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philip_Bliss 

    https://dianaleaghmatthews.com/will-sing-redeemer/#.YiZx4XrMI2x 
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  For a list of Philip Bliss’ hymns see http://www.hymntime.com/tch/bio/b/l/i/s/bliss_pp.htm 


