
SIMPLE CHRISTMAS 

Wednesday, March 1 

Reading: Luke 1-2; Matthew 1-2 
 

Luke 2:11  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 
 

There is an urban legend about a family who invited their friends over to celebrate the birth of their baby. When 

the time came to bring out the child the mother went to the bedroom where she had left the baby sleeping on the 

bed. To her horror, the bed was piled high with the coats of their guests. Underneath the mound she found her 

baby – suffocated by the carelessly discarded wraps. While this story is fiction, it reminds me of what has 

happened to Christmas. We have piled so much tradition, frivolity, and commercialism on the celebration that 

the Baby Jesus is all but forgotten. While there is nothing wrong with most of the trappings of Christmas, we 

need to get back to the simple message of the Savior’s birth. How do we do that? 

 

The old slogan “Put Christ Back in Christmas” is a place to start. Our only real joy comes from remember the 

words of the angel on that first Christmas night: 
 

Luke 2:10  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people.  

11  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord.  
 

All the traditions, decorations, and presents are merely a poor substitute for the greatest gift – God’s gift of His 

Son to bring us salvation.  

 

Look at your nativity scene. How did they respond to the birth of Jesus? Mary responded in simple submission. 

Joseph responded with simple obedience. The shepherds responded with simple wonder and witness to what 

they had seen and heard. The wise men (though they should not be at the manger) responded with simple 

worship – giving their best to the Savior. May we do the same! 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Think about these words for singer/songwriter Michael Card. 
 

“If Christmas means anything to you, than it must mean everything”
1
 

“What if Christmas day were both a beginning and an end? The beginning of a celebration of Jesus  

that would not end until the next Christmas, when it would begin all over again?  

What if the wisemen’s worship and the shepherd’s awe became if not a daily then at least a weekly 

occurrence for us?  

What if the peace and rest of the nativity became a part of every day?  

What if Christmas were no longer a ‘Holiday’, but a holy day, infusing all our days with holiness.”
2
 

 

2. How should the simple message of Christmas affect your life today? How will you apply the willing 

submission and obedience, wonder, witness, and worship of those at the first Christmas to your celebration 

of Jesus right now? 
 

 

 
1
  Michael Card. Immanuel, p 47 
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  Michael Card. The Promise, p. 2-3 

 

 
READING THE STORY: Matthew 1 


