
PROVERBS 22-24: WISDOM’S WARNINGS 

Tuesday, March 1 

Reading: Proverbs 24:15-20 
 

Proverbs 24:15 Do not lurk like a thief near the house of the righteous, do not plunder their dwelling 
place; 16  for though the righteous fall seven times, they rise again, but the wicked stumble when 
calamity strikes. 

 

These next three sayings each begin with a “do not.” They are warnings on how God’s people 

are to relate to each other and particularly to their enemies. 

 

SAYING #27: DON’T ATTACK GOD’S PEOPLE (24:15-16) – To “lurk like a thief” means to 

lie in wait or ambush. It is the picture of someone waiting for the right moment to pounce on an 

unsuspecting victim (see Psalm 10:9). This is a warning about attacking God’s people. The house 

described here speaks not merely of a physical dwelling but of a believers’ testimony, their 

welfare, and their security. We expect for enemies of the gospel to look for ways to tear down 

God’s children. But it really hurts when it is a fellow brother or sister who jumps at the chance to 

ridicule or degrade us! God warns that the righteous may fall but will rise because they have a 

God who can forgive and restore. But the wicked fall and come to ruin, for by attacking God’s 

people they are really attacking God Himself!  

 

SAYING #28: DON’T GLOAT OVER AN ENEMY’S FALL (24:17-18) – This warning follows 

on the heels of the previous one. Though God promises that the unrighteous will stumble and 

fall, He warns us not to rejoice when it happens! Saying 25 (24:11-12) told us that we are to 

“rescue those being led away to death” – and this would include our enemies. When God’s 

justice falls we should mourn over the waste and eternal loss of one made in the image of God. 

Every human being has a potential to bring glory to God and their failure should be a cause of 

sadness, not of gloating. This saying warns us that “the Lord will see and disapprove” of this 

self-righteous attitude and may turn His attention away from them to deal with the sinful attitude 

in our heart. While it is a natural reaction to be glad when enemies fall, Christ wants to develop 

us beyond our natural instincts and make us more like Him. He told us to “love your enemies and 

pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your Father in heaven” (Matthew 

5:44-45). We must always remember: “There but for the grace of God go I.” 

 

SAYING #29: DON’T FRET OVER THE WICKED (24:19-20) – But what about when our 

enemies are not punished and actually seem to prosper? Solomon says do not be envious of their 

lifestyle and prosperity gained by wickedness. To “fret” means to burn with indignation or anger. 

We are not to get upset because God proclaims that, unlike the righteous, the wicked have no 

future hope (see 23:18; 24:14). Their judgment is sure. This is the third time Solomon has given 

this warning (23:17-18; 24:1-2). The antidote to envying the wicked is to trust in the Lord and 

leave them in His hands. 

 

It is too easy to focus on the actions and attitudes of others and neglect to deal with the problems 

and sins in our own lives. Are there any wrong attitudes in your life (toward other believers or 

unbelievers) that you need God to work on? Ask the Holy Spirit to help you reach out to those 

who have hurt you or those you have hurt with the love and forgiveness of Christ. 
 

 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  John 15-16 


