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Romans 9:25  “I will call them ‘My people’ who are not My people; and I will call her ‘My loved one’ who is  
not My loved one,” 

 

Today we celebrated St. Patrick’s Day. A lot of myths and legends have grown up around the person of Patrick. 

The little we do know for sure comes from a couple of his own writings, the most useful of which is his 

testimony given in his “Confessions.” 
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Patrick was born in a town on the west coast of Britain. His father and grandfather were officials in the church 

but Patrick did not follow their example. He ran with “the wrong crowd.” Of his early life Patrick wrote, “I did 

not, indeed, know the true God…[We were] quite drawn away from God, we did not keep His precepts, nor 

were we obedient to our priest who used to remind us of our salvation.” 

 

At age 16, his village was attacked by Irish pirates and Patrick along with many others was captured. He was 

taken to Ireland and sold as a slave. For six years he tended his master’s sheep. It was during this time that “the 

Lord opened my mind to an awareness of my unbelief…that I might remember my transgressions and turn with 

all my heart to the Lord my God.” He spent his time in prayer and meditation on what he had been taught about 

God as a child. “More and more did the love of God, and my fear of Him and faith increase, and my spirit was 

moved so that in a day [I said] from one up to a hundred prayers…the Spirit was burning in me at that time.” 

 

One night Patrick had a dream telling him a ship was waiting to take him home. He escaped from his master and 

travelled 200 miles to the coast where he found the ship. After a few years of struggle and problems, Patrick 

finally arrived home and was reunited with his family. They begged him never to leave home again. However, 

God had other plans.  

 

Patrick relates a vision he had in which he heard the voices of the people of Ireland calling to him, “We beg 

you, holy youth, that you shall come and shall walk again among us.” Despite the pleadings of his family, the 

opposition of some in the church, and even the betrayal of friends, Patrick knew that God had called him to 

bring the gospel back to the island of his captivity. Once Patrick arrived in Ireland he never left. He spent the 

rest of his life sharing the gospel in the land where he had been a slave. 
 

“Thus I give untiring thanks to God who kept me faithful in the day of my temptation, so that today I may confidently offer my soul 

as a living sacrifice for Christ my Lord…so that today among the barbarians I might constantly exalt and magnify Your name in 

whatever place I should be, and not only in good fortune, but even in affliction…But it is tedious to describe in detail all my labors 

one by one. I will tell briefly how most holy God frequently delivered me, from slavery, and from the twelve trials with which my 

soul was threatened, from man traps as well, and from things I am not able to put into words…Behold over and over again I would 

briefly set out the words of my confession. I testify in truthfulness and gladness of heart before God and His holy angels that I never 

had any reason, except the Gospel and His promises, ever to have returned to that nation from which I had previously escaped with 

difficulty.” 

 

 

 

 
1
 All quotations from “The Confession of Saint Patrick” @ https://www.ancienttexts.org/library/celtic/ctexts/p01.html 

 


