
JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE 

Sunday, March 13 
 

 

[1] I am weak but Thou art strong      CHORUS: Just a closer walk with Thee 

Jesus keep me from all wrong      Grant it, Jesus, is my plea 

I’ll be satisfied as long          Daily walking close to Thee 

As I walk, let me walk close to Thee     Let it be, dear Lord, let it be 

 

 

[2] Through this world of toil and snares     [3] When my feeble life is o’er 

If I falter, Lord, who cares?      Time for me will be no more 

Who with me my burden shares?      Guide my gently, safely o’er 

None but Thee, dear Lord, none but Thee     To Thy kingdom’s shore, to Thy shore 

 
In 1940, Kenneth Morris published the version of ‘Just a Closer Walk with Thee’ that we find in our 

hymnbooks today. The next year it was recorded for the first time by the black gospel quartet The Selah Jubilee 

Singers. But the origins of this folk hymn are much older. There is some evidence that it dates back to before 

the American Civil War. There are histories that record African slaves singing about ‘walking by the Lord’s 

side’ as they worked in the fields. Versions of the song continued to be sung in African American churches and 

all night gospel sings during the 1930’s. Other songs with similar themes and words were also written before 

1940. Morris heard the song and added a few lines of his own to compose the song we sing today. It has been 

sung by many artists including Pat Boone, Bob Dylan, Tennessee Ernie Ford, Johnny Cash and Elvis Presley. It 

has also been popular to play during New Orleans jazz funeral processions. 
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After meditating on the lyrics, I can believe the origins of ‘Just a Closer Walk with Thee’ were from African 

American slavery. It was written by someone who feels weak and helpless. Someone who’s life is full of “toil 

and snares.” One who feels that no one cares about their burdens and struggles. This is an apt description of 

slavery in the pre-Civil War south. But despite everything, the writer can turn to the Lord. He is “satisfied as 

long as I walk close to Thee.” He knows that Jesus cares about him and one day the Lord will “guide me gently, 

safely o’er to Thy kingdom shore.”  

 

The thoughts and desires presented in this song should be those of every believer. The Bible uses the image of 

walking to represent living a consistent life. This is what ‘growing in Christ’ is all about. It should be the 

deepest desire of every believer to have a closer, daily walk with the Lord. 

 
Psalm 56:13  For You have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before God in the light of life. 

 

Psalm 89:14  Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne; love and faithfulness go before You. 15  Blessed are those 

who have learned to acclaim You, who walk in the light of Your presence, LORD. 16  They rejoice in Your name all day long; they 

celebrate Your righteousness. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7  For we walk by faith, not by sight. (NKJV) 

 

Colossians 1:9  For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you may be filled with 

the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10  that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, 

being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11  strengthened with all might, according to His glorious 

power, for all patience and longsuffering with joy; 12  giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. (NKJV) 

 

Mahalia Jackson sings ‘Just a Closer Walk with Thee” - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=663v0tYkEgo 

 
1
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Just_a_Closer_Walk_with_Thee 

   https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/resources/history-of-hymns-just-a-closer-walk-remains-a-traditional-song-for-jazz-fun 


