
VICTORY IN JESUS 

Sunday, March 12 
 

 

[1] I heard an old, old story      [CHORUS] 

How a Savior came from glory     O victory in Jesus, my Savior forever 

How He gave His life on Calvary     He sought me and bought me 

To save a wretch like me      With His redeeming blood 

I heard about His groaning      He loved me ere I knew Him 

Of His precious blood’s atoning     And all my love is due Him 

Then I repented of my sins      He plunged me to victory 

And won the victory      Beneath the cleansing flood 

 

[2] I heard about His healing      [3] I heard about a mansion 

Of His cleansing power’s revealing     He has built for me in glory 

How He made the lame to walk again     And I heard about the streets of gold 

And caused the blind to see      Beyond the crystal sea 

And then I cried, ‘Dear Jesus      About the angels singing 

Come and heal my broken spirit’     And the old redemption story 

And somehow Jesus came and brought     And some sweet day I’ll sing up there 

To me the victory       The song of victory 

 

 

Eugene M. Bartlett was born the day before Christmas in 1885. As a child he gave his life to Christ. After 

studying music in college, he had a successful career. He founded the Hartford Music Company in 1918 and 

served as its president until 1935. It published popular hymn books, selling 15,000 copies in the first year. It 

would become one of the trailblazers in Southern Gospel Music. In 1921, he started the Harford Music Institute 

to train singers. He would travel the south hosting singing schools and conventions. In 1917, he married his 

sweetheart and they would raise two children together. Of the more than 800 songs he composed, only this one 

is still popular today. And it was written under unusual circumstance. 

 

Things were going great for Bartlett and his family until 1939. At 53 years old, Bartlett had a stroke that left 

him partially paralyzed, bedridden, and unable to speak clearly. Many felt that this tragedy had ended his 

ministry since he could no longer travel or teach. But this gave Bartlett more time to study his Bible. As he 

thought back to the day he accepted Christ as Savior, he began to write these lyrics – “I heard an old, old story, 

how a Savior came from glory…” In what could have been his darkest hour, Eugene Bartlett wrote his most 

famous song – a song about victory in Jesus. The words take on even more meaning when we consider when 

they were written. 

 

In the second verse, Bartlett writes about Jesus’ healing ministry – “how He made the lame to walk again and 

caused the blind to see.” But I find it amazing that in his response he does not pray for Jesus to heal his 

paralysis. Instead he prays for Christ to come and “heal my broken spirit.” He has an attitude of praise and 

declares that “somehow Jesus came and brought to me the victory.” 

 

In the third and last verse (as many gospel songs do) Bartlett focused on heaven. His last lyrics were “some 

sweet day I’ll sing up there the song of victory.” ‘Victory in Jesus’ would be the last song Eugene Bartlett 

would write. He died on January 25, 1941 a month after his 55
th

  birthday.  

 

In the midst of trials that could have driven him to despair, Eugene Bartlett instead found victory in Jesus. 

Would that all Christians carry that some hope and joy in their daily lives as well. 
 

 

Listen to “Victory in Jesus” on YouTube @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dWTgc2oqitk 

 

https://backstorysongs.com/2019/10/31/victory-in-jesus/ 

https://dianaleaghmatthews.com/victory-in-jesus/#.ZApEZXbMLIU 

 


