
TWO BLIND MEN 

Friday, March 11 

Reading: Luke 18-19 
 

Luke 19:9 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this man, too, is a son of 
Abraham. 10  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

In Luke 18-19 Jesus is on the last leg of His final journey to Jerusalem. Jesus has been warning 

His disciples of His approaching death and resurrection, but they do not hear and understand 

what He is saying. They are now at Jericho, some 18 miles northeast of Jerusalem. The large 

crowd with Jesus was also on their way to Jerusalem for Passover. 

 

On the outskirts of the city, the voice of a poor blind man can be heard over the din of the crowd. 

Mark tells us his name is Bartimaeus. He is shouting, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on Me!” 

By using the title “Son of David” Bartimaeus was clearly expressing his belief that Jesus was the 

Messiah. This blind man could see the truth about who Jesus was that so many others who had 

seen His miracles and heard His teachings were blinded to.   

 

While the crowd tries to silence him, the blind man’s faith will not let him stop crying out to 

Jesus for mercy. When Jesus sends for him and asks what he wants, Bartimaeus verbally 

expresses his faith that Jesus can heal him. After Jesus restores his sight, the people praise God 

and the blind man follows after Jesus. 

 

As Jesus continues to travel through Jericho, he meets another “blind” man. He is not blind 

physically, but spiritually. Zacchaeus is a chief tax collector who had gained his wealth by 

overtaxing the people and pocketing the excess. Because of his short stature, Zacchaeus climbs a 

tree to see Jesus. While the blind man cried out to Jesus, Jesus Himself seeks out Zacchaeus and 

invites Himself to the tax man’s home. While this brought joy to Zacchaeus, the people of 

Jericho were upset that Jesus would bypass them to go to the house of the worst sinner in town. 

 

Zacchaeus does what the rich young ruler from the previous chapter refused to do. He gives 

away half of his wealth to the poor and promises to pay back those he had cheated 4 times over. 

After these actions the “tiny tax man” would likely have little left of his fortune, but Jesus 

confirms that he had salvation, not because of his giving, but because his giving displayed that 

his heart had been changed. He was now not only a “son of Abraham” by birth, but also by faith.  

Zacchaeus’ changed heart was the reason Jesus had come - “to seek and to save the lost.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The blind man had a persistent faith. He would not give up despite the pressure from the 

crowd to be silent. Mark tells us he threw aside his garment that was used to collect the 

money he begged for (Mark 10:50). He left it behind to follow Jesus. What would a 

persistent faith look like in your life?    

 
2. While the blind beggar had nothing, Zacchaeus seemed to have everything. Yet he needed 

Jesus as much as Bartimaeus did! What wrongs might you need to set right as proof that 

Jesus has changed your heart? 
 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 9-10 


