
TRUE FRIENDS 

Friday, March 10 

Reading: Mark 2 
 

Mark 2:1  A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that He had come home. 2  They  
gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and He preached the word to  
them. 3  Some men came, bringing to Him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. 4  Since they could not get him 
 to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat 
the man was lying on. 5  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 

 

A British publication once offered a prize for the best definition of a friend. Among the thousands of answers 

received were the following: "One who multiplies joys, divides grief, and whose honesty is inviolable." "One 

who understands our silence." "A volume of sympathy bound in cloth." "A watch that beats true for all time and 

never runs down." The winning definition read: "A friend is the one who comes in when the whole world has 

gone out." 
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What is a true friend? In the story told in Mark 2 we meet a group of friends. Jesus had returned to Capernaum 

and was preaching in a house, probably Peter’s. These four men knew Jesus could help their friend but the 

crowd was too large and packed into the house to get through. But this did not stop them! They climbed to the 

roof and tore through the ceiling to get their friend to Jesus (I wonder if Peter had home owners insurance?). 

Mark is clear to mention that Jesus acted because He saw their faith! Seeing the man’s deeper need, Jesus first 

forgave his sins. 

 

This brings us to the other group mentioned - the unfriendlies. They sat there judging Jesus for claiming to 

forgive sins - an act reserved for God alone. These religious leaders cared nothing about the man’s need; they 

were only concerned with their own self-righteous opinions. Jesus took the opportunity to display His divine 

power by healing the crippled man as well. 

 

True friends will stop at nothing to get their friends to Jesus. These men didn’t let a few obstacles stop them. 

The crowds, the climb to the roof carrying their friend’s mat, digging through the roof (and hopefully paying for 

the repairs) - none of these obstacles prevented them from achieving their goal of getting their friend to Jesus. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

What obstacles and problems stop you from being a true friend - ones who want Jesus to touch the lives of those 

you care about? I wonder if the paralyzed man’s friends were surprised by Jesus’ words of forgiveness. They 

probably thought that his greatest problem was his legs, but Jesus knew better. So with us, when we pray and 

minister to others we should not be surprised if Christ begins by dealing with spiritual issues in their lives even 

when we have been concerned for their physical well-being. A true friend wants what Jesus wants for their 

friends and rejoices when they see Him working in their lives. 
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READING THE STORY: John 1-4 


