
A RICH YOUNG LOSER 

Thursday, March 10 

Reading: Matthew 19 
 

Matthew 19:23  Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is hard for someone who is rich  

to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24  Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of  

a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 25  When the disciples heard  

this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can be saved?” 26  Jesus looked at them  

and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” 
 

This is one of the saddest encounters in the gospels. This man seemed to have it all - wealth, 

youth, position. Yet these all became hindrances to his salvation. He made two mistakes in his 

question to Jesus. First, he mistakes Jesus as merely a good teacher. Jesus reminds him that only 

God is truly good. With this statement Jesus is probing to see if this man believes He is the Son 

of God. The man’s second mistake was in thinking he needed to DO some good thing to inherit 

eternal life.   

 

Jesus cites five out of the Ten Commandments and the man claims to have kept them all. 

Interestingly, Jesus leaves out the commandments about no other gods and worshipping idols as 

well as the commandment against coveting. Jesus saw that this man had broken these 

commandments by making his wealth the god of his life. In order to gain eternal life, he would 

have to let go of his trust in his own resources. This price was too high and the rich young ruler 

went away sorrowful. He lost his opportunity to follow Christ. 

 

Jesus’ statement about the difficulty of the rich to enter the kingdom shocked His disciples. They 

had been taught that riches were a sign of God’s blessing. Thus the rich should be prime 

candidates for the kingdom! If those who had all the advantages and blessings had trouble 

entering the kingdom, what chance did they have? 

 

Jesus explains that those who trust in their riches have a hard time coming to Him in humility 

and total dependence, like a little child (19:13-14). He explains this difficulty with the humorous 

picture of a camel going through the eye of a needle. This largest of animals in Israel trying to 

squeeze like thread through a literal needle’s eye made the disciples realize that salvation on 

one’s own efforts was impossible. But the good news is: everything is possible with God.  

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. What might be hindering you from complete devotion to Christ?  What might you have to 

give up to follow Him? 

 

2. Some have tried to explain Jesus’ statement by claiming there was a gate in Jerusalem called 

“the Needle’s Eye” that a camel had to unload its’ burdens and get on its knees to enter.  

However, there is no evidence that such a gate existed. To use this analogy completely 

destroys what Jesus is saying. A camel COULD get through their apocryphal gate, but Jesus 

said this action is impossible. Salvation cannot be achieved by unloading your burdens or 

getting on your knees. It is an act of God! It is His gift to those who trust in Him completely. 

What are some ways people try to “earn” their way to heaven? How can you 

compassionately share with them the truth of God’s free gift of eternal life? 
 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT:  Acts 7-8 


