
CONFRONTATION 

Tuesday, March 9 

Reading: Luke 5:17-32 
 

Luke 5:23  Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 24  But I  
want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the  
paralyzed man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 

 

Mark tells us this next event occurred in Capernaum, probably in Peter’s home. The people had 

come from all over to hear this Man about whom they had heard so much. The Pharisees did not 

care about the needs of the others. While the house is packed we see them sitting comfortably 

near Jesus. Four men have brought their paralyzed friend for Jesus to heal but they cannot get 

through the crowd. Their faith that Jesus could heal is shown in the lengths they took to get their 

friend to Jesus. They tear through the roof and lower him before the Lord. I wonder what Peter 

thought about that! 

 

Jesus’ first words to the man displayed the more important need. Like all people, he needed his 

sins forgiven. This does not necessarily mean that sin was the cause of his paralysis. Jesus 

wanted His disciples, the crowd, and especially the Pharisees to understand that a person’s 

spiritual condition is much more important than their physical. The Pharisees focused on external 

holiness and virtually ignored the spiritual. 

  

To the Pharisees, this statement was blasphemy for only God can forgive sins. And they were 

absolutely right! Jesus was claiming He was God and had the authority to forgive sin. Jesus also 

showed His deity by reading their thoughts. To Jesus, it would be easier to simply heal the man 

and ignore his spiritual need. He proved that He could do the more difficult task of forgiveness 

by doing the easy task of healing him.   

 

The crowd is amazed and gives glory to God. “Remarkable things” translates the Greek word 

paradoxa. We get our word paradox from this word. They know something incredible has taken 

place but they cannot put it all together. The Pharisees now begin to follow Jesus around and see 

if He will continue to act in ways they believe are contrary to God.    

 

Jesus’ next action again brings the ire of the religious establishment. He calls a tax collector to 

follow Him (5:27-32). Levi is another name for Matthew. Tax collectors were hated as cheaters 

and traitors working for the Roman enemy. By Levi leaving his booth to follow Jesus, he could 

never go back. He was abandoning a secure future to be a disciple of Jesus. Levi next calls all his 

friends together to meet Jesus. He wanted them to experience the change Jesus could make in 

their lives. The Pharisees, however, saw this as Jesus defiling Himself with sinners. They did not 

care about their eternal souls. Jesus’ response to their criticism is to quote a famous proverb: 

Healthy people don’t need a doctor, sick people do! People like Levi knew that they were 

spiritually sick and needed salvation. The Pharisees believed they were spiritually healthy and 

righteous. They had no use for the Savior. 

 

Jesus did not avoid confrontation. He forgave and healed the paralyzed man despite the religious 

leaders’ objections. He called a hated tax collector to follow Him. Jesus knew that it was more 

important to care for people and stand for what is right than to hide from trouble. Likewise, we 

as His people must face opposition and care for people with the same resolve. When 

confrontation comes, do we shy away and avoid the issue or do we stand up for the truth? 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Joshua 17-20; Luke 8 


