
1 KINGS: A NATION DIVIDED 

Monday, March 9 

Reading: 1 Kings 8 
 

1 Kings 8:35  “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have sinned against 

you, and when they pray toward this place and give praise to your name and turn from their sin because you 

have afflicted them, 36  then hear from heaven and forgive the sin of your servants, your people Israel. 

Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on the land you gave your people for an inheritance. 
 

1 Kings continues the story of the nation established by Kings Saul and David. It begins with 

David’s son Solomon and the civil war that followed. The nation is divided into two kingdoms – 

Israel, consisting of 10 tribes in the north and Judah, consisting of 2 tribes in the south being 

ruled by David’s descendants in Jerusalem. The history will shift back and forth between these 

two kingdoms. The last chapters will focus on the ministry of the prophet Elijah during the reign 

of one of Israel’s most wicked kings. 

 

AUTHOR: Uncertain. Like Samuel, Kings is one book in the Hebrew Bible. Jewish tradition 

suggests the prophet Jeremiah authored Kings. It could also have been written by the school (or 

company) of the prophets we meet in these books. These were men who were called by God and 

were learning ministry from the more experienced prophets. 

 

OUTLINE OF 1 KINGS 

 

(1) Reign of Solomon        1 Kings 1-11   

(2) Reigns of Jeroboam & Rehoboam   1 Kings 12-14 

(3) Abijah & Asa (Judah) – Nadab & Baasha (Israel) 1 Kings 15-16a 

(4) Elah, Zimri, Omri, & Ahab of Israel   1 Kings 16b 

(5) King Ahab & Elijah the Prophet   1 Kings 17-22 

 

Though it occurred after his death, the civil war can mostly be blamed on King Solomon. His 

later years of abusing the people and worshipping false gods made the nation a “powder keg” 

ready to explode. During the reigns of Saul and David there was little to no problem with idols in 

Israel. But after Solomon introduced them, it would become a constant heartache for God’s 

people. In fact, the northern kingdom of Israel did not have a single godly king in its 200+ year 

history and the kingdom of Judah only had a handful of godly kings. Solomon’s prayer at the 

dedication of the Temple warned of God’s judgment and the benefits of repentance. But few of 

these kings really listened. 

 

Jeroboam had the potential to be a great king (11:26-40) but he turned his people to the worship 

of calf idols instead of the true God. Over and over again, Kings reports that the rulers of Israel 

are condemned for “following the ways of Jeroboam and committing the same sin Jeroboam had 

caused Israel to commit” (1 Kings 15:30, 34;16:2, 19, 26; 2 Kings 3:3; 10:29, 31; 13:2, 6, 11; 

15:9, 18, 24; 17:21-22; 23:15). What a sad epitaph to be remembered by! How will you be 

remembered? Will others remember you for a life lived for the Lord? 

 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 16 


