
FIRST DISCIPLES 

Monday, March 8 

Reading: Luke 5:1-16 
 

Luke 5:10  Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for people.” 11  So they  

pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him. 
 

Jesus is by the Sea of Galilee teaching. The crowd is so large that He is about to be pushed into 

the water so Jesus used Peter’s boat as a pulpit. Peter and the others had met Jesus earlier. Peter 

had been brought to Jesus by his brother Andrew (John 1:41f) and Jesus had been a guest in 

Peter’s house. Apparently they were only part-time followers of Jesus at this point as they were 

still fishing. Jesus uses what they have in service to Him. 

 

After His sermon, Jesus asks Peter to take a step of faith. After all, what would a carpenter know 

about fishing? They had already fished all night (the best time to catch fish) and caught nothing. 

But knowing what he does about Jesus, Peter is willing to take the step. He is rewarded with a 

miraculous catch. 

 

This miracle confirms for Peter that Jesus is the Savior and he is a sinner. He falls at Jesus’ feet 

and confesses he is unworthy to follow. Jesus comforts Peter and commissions him to be a 

“fisher of men.” Peter, Andrew, James, and John now take their biggest step of faith. They have 

just caught enough fish to make a good profit. But they leave the fish, their boats, their 

professions and families to follow Jesus. 

 

Being a disciple of Jesus must come with a fire to obey and follow Him. Faith is not some mental 

exercise; faith is a verb! It requires action. Following Jesus takes a step of faith and humility. 

The call of Jesus is not a call to a life of comfort and security. We leave behind our wants and 

desires to serve His purpose and plan. We place all we have and all we are in the Lord’s hands to 

do His will. How do you handle the fire of discipleship? Do you put it out or do you let it burn in 

your heart and give you the fire to serve Him? 

 

Jesus healing of the leper was another lesson for His disciples. They were learning that following 

Jesus meant sometimes doing the unthinkable. Lepers were to be shunned and avoided lest you 

catch their disease. Touching a leper made you unclean. Jesus wanted His disciples to learn that 

compassion for people was more important. He dared to touch the untouchable! Does your care 

for people ever cost you anything? Do you reach out to the hurting and shunned in your society? 

 

Jesus’ command to the man was to fulfill the requirements of Leviticus 14. He also warned him 

not to spread the word of his healing. Jesus knew that doing so would bring more crowds and 

less time for His true purpose. However, the former leper could not keep quiet and multitudes 

now pressed Jesus to hear and be healed. How did Jesus deal with this new pressure? He resorted 

to the comfort of prayer! 

 

Notice Jesus’ method of ‘training’ His disciples. His first act after calling them was to do 

something. He taught them by example and immediately showed them what ministry was all 

about! Is your ministry for the Lord a bunch of words or do you express it in actions? 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Joshua 13-16; Luke 7 


