
2 SAMUEL: DAVID’S LAST WORDS 

Sunday, March 8 

Reading: 2 Samuel 22-23 
 

2 Samuel 22:26  “To the faithful you show yourself faithful, to the blameless you show yourself  
blameless, 27  to the pure you show yourself pure, but to the devious you show yourself shrewd.  
28  You save the humble, but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them low. 29  You, LORD,  
are my lamp; the LORD turns my darkness into light. 

 

The psalm recorded in 2 Samuel 22 is a repetition of Psalm 18. It is a song of thanksgiving for 

God’s deliverance and salvation. We can divide this song into several verses: 

 

1. The Greatness of God (22:1-4): David uses a series of pictures to describe the glory and 

power of God. He is like a rock, fortress, and refuge – a sure place of safety and strength. He 

is like a shield and horn – pictures of protection and power. He is Deliverer and Savior. He is 

the only One who is worthy of praise. 

 

2. The Deliverance of God (22:5-20): David uses poetic language to describe the great perils he 

had experienced in his life. Sometimes it felt like he was drowning and the grave was 

reaching out to strangle him. But when he cried out to the Lord, He answered with power. 

Again David uses poetic language to describe how God delivered him. 

 

3. The Righteousness of God (22:21-30): David is not saying he has never sinned. Many of his 

sins are recorded in this book! But David knows that he has been forgiven and that he is 

righteous in God’s sight. While he did fall into sin occasionally, His deepest desire was to 

strive to keep God’s Word and not turn away. This is what brought God’s blessings on his 

life. It is God who lights his way and gives him victory over his enemies. These thoughts are 

echoed in the short poem in 2 Samuel 23:1-7. 

 

4. The Blessings of God (22:31-51): He returns to his opening words and praises God as his 

shield and Rock (31-32). He then remembers that it is not his own ability or strength that won 

all those victories, but God’s strength that enabled him to destroy those who opposed the 

Lord (33-43). God’s blessing also gave David protection for those who wanted to destroy 

him and honor among nations he had not known (44-46). The psalm ends with a shout of 

praise to God as David makes His greatness known to all nations. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. David’s remarks about being clean and right before God remind us of the power of God’s 

forgiveness. The worst sin can be wiped away when we turn to God in repentance. While 

consequences may remain, the guilt and death penalty for our sin was taken by Christ at the 

cross. We stand before God clothed in Christ’s righteousness. How has God’s forgiveness 

changed your life? How has it helped you in your relationship to God? How has it affected 

your relationship with others? 

 

2. In 2 Samuel 23, David describes what a ruler should be like. ‘When one rules over people in 

righteousness, when he rules in the fear of God’ he is like the sunrise on a cloudless day or 

bright sunshine after the rain. Leaders are to lead by God’s righteous standards and live their 

lives in reverence to the Lord. When it is time to select leaders, do we judge by godly 

standards or “political” one? While only Christ will be the perfect Ruler, are we doing our 

best to choose good leaders and be godly examples ourselves? 
 


