
PRIORITY OF PRAYER 

Sunday, March 7 

Reading: Luke 4:31-44 
 

Luke 4:42  At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking for him and when they 
came to where he was, they tried to keep him from leaving them. 43  But he said, “I must proclaim the good 
news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 

 

How many times have we used the phrase: “Let’s begin with a quick word of prayer”?  Guilty! 

Sometimes it seems prayer is just an “add-on” to an already packed church service. We say a 

quick word so we can move on to the “important stuff.”  Sadly, this attitude can infect our 

personal prayer lives as well. But as one writer puts it: “Prayer isn’t something to rush through to 

get to the work. Prayer is the work!” 
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I have to admit that the example of Jesus in this passage convicts me. I often use the excuse of 

being too busy to ‘justify’ my lack of ample time in prayer. But no one was busier than Jesus! He 

was always surrounded by crowds who wanted to hear His words or feel His healing touch. 

 

On this particular day, Jesus had spent the morning teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

Afterward he went to Simon Peter’s home where He healed his mother-in-law (I wonder what 

Peter thought about that). Sunset marked the end of the Sabbath and the whole town gathered at 

the door. Jesus spent the evening healing and casting out demons. 

 

Early in the morning, Jesus went to a solitary place to pray. He knew that He needed the strength 

that could only come from serious time spent with the Heavenly Father. It appears Jesus’ prayer 

time was interrupted by His excited disciples (see Mark 1:35-38). The crowds had returned 

seeking Jesus and they were eager to “cash-in” on this enthusiasm. But Jesus was not concerned 

with popularity. Instead of returning to the clamoring crowds of Capernaum, He led His disciples 

to go somewhere else - another place where people needed to hear the good news.   

 

This is one of many times in the gospels where we see Jesus’ prayer life. Despite the busyness 

caused by the needy crowds and the confused disciples, Jesus knew that prayer must always be a 

top priority. The great Reformation leader Martin Luther understood this truth as well. When 

asked what his plans were for the following day, he responded: “Work, work, from early until 

late. In fact, I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.” 
2
 Luther knew 

this great truth:  Nothing of eternal significance will happen apart from prayer. 

 

To close our thoughts on the priority of prayer, let me ask you a question posed by Corrie Ten 

Boom, Nazi concentration camp survivor and author of The Hiding Place which tells her story: 

“Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” Is prayer a driving force in our lives or merely 

something we turn to when life “springs a leak”?   
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