
A NOT-SO-GREAT HOMECOMING 

Saturday, March 6 

Reading: Luke 4:14-30 
 

Luke 4:20  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone  
in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21  He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled  
in your hearing.” 

 

Just as Jesus had been led by the Spirit into the wilderness, so He now begins to preach and heal 

in the Spirit’s power. Jesus’ whole life was lived in dependence on the Spirit. While He was still 

God, He had voluntarily laid aside the independent use of His divinity in order to live as a man 

and die for the world. Luke glosses over Jesus’ early ministry in Capernaum and brings us to 

Jesus’ homecoming in Nazareth. 

 

The synagogue in Nazareth was all abuzz. They had been hearing about Jesus’ preaching and 

work throughout Galilee and now He was returning home. They were excited to hear this 

‘hometown boy’ teach on the Sabbath.  

 

Jesus reads the words of Isaiah 61:1-2, a passage everyone knew was speaking of the coming 

Messiah. Jesus then returned the scroll and sat down to teach. His first words stunned His 

neighbors. “Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” Was this “son of the carpenter” 

actually claiming to be the Messiah? Did this man who had grown up among them think He was 

the fulfillment of the long-awaited promises of God? 

 

This reaction on the part of the people Nazareth did not surprise Jesus. These people demanded 

that Jesus prove His claims by doing miracles. Jesus reminds them that two of Israel’s greatest 

prophets experienced similar rejections. During the 3+ year drought, the prophet Elijah was not 

sent to the Jews for help but to a Gentile widow in the area of Sidon (1 Kings 17). His successor 

Elisha did not heal any of the many lepers in Israel but did heal the Syrian general Naaman  

(2 Kings 5). 

 

The thought that God would love Gentiles over His own people Israel drove these former friends 

and neighbors into a rage. Nazareth is built on the side of a cliff so the crowds push Jesus out of 

town with plans to toss Him off the cliff to His death. However, Jesus simply walks through the 

crowd and no one dares to stop Him.  

 

“No prophet is accepted in his hometown.” The hardest people to reach with the gospel are often 

friends and family – those who know us best. The people of Nazareth knew Jesus only as “the 

little boy from the carpenter’s shop.” They could not see Him as Messiah. Likewise, those who 

know us best might have a hard time believing that Jesus can really change us. They know our 

weaknesses and sins. They have seen our mistakes and failures. We must live like Christ so they 

can see His love shining through.   

 

As I read Jesus’ words quoted from Isaiah 61, it strikes me that they describe our mission as 

well. We are called to “imitate Christ” (1 Cor. 11:1), to act as He acted; to live as He lived. From 

this passage we can gather a few guidelines to help us be more like our Savior. (1) We should be 

allowing the Holy Spirit to control our lives. (2) We should be sharing the gospel (“good news”) 

with everyone, especially the poor - those who desperately need the message that God loves 

them. (3) We should be reaching out to those who are hurting and brokenhearted with the 

comfort of God. 
 


