
2 SAMUEL: ABSALOM’S PLOT 

Friday, March 6 

Reading: 2 Samuel 13-15 
 

2 Samuel 15:6  Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came to the king asking for 

justice, and so he stole the hearts of the people of Israel.  
 

Why did Absalom turn against his father and try to steal the kingdom? We cannot be absolutely 

sure of his motives but it is likely that his interactions with David had something to do with it. 

Absalom had watched as his father tried to cover up his sin with Bathsheba. He had become 

angry when the rape of his sister Tamar was left unpunished, so angry that he killed his brother 

who had committed the crime (2 Sam. 13). For three years, he lived in exile and was not 

accepted in his father’s presence even after he returned to Jerusalem (2 Sam. 14). All this must 

surely have led to resentment on the part of this young man. Slowly but surely, this resentment 

built into hatred and then outright rebellion. And it appears that David is oblivious to the whole 

situation. He doesn’t notice that Absalom is slowly winning over the hearts of the people. He 

doesn’t notice until it is too late and he once again has to flee for life. 

 

These events should caution parents on the effects the lives they live have on their children. 

Would things have been different if David had been more attentive? If he would have dealt with 

the growing problems in his family, could this rebellion have been avoided? Maybe. We cannot 

excuse Absalom’s actions and attitudes. He had to make his own choices, but he chose to follow 

David’s bad example instead of following David’s good example of repentance and faith.   

 

A quote from Phi Delta Kappen magazine reminds us of a valuable truth: “There is no sure way 

to guarantee that your child will grow up to be the kind of person you would like him to be. The 

most likely way is for you to be the kind of person you would like him to be.” 
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POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. What example are you setting for your children and grandchildren? Do they see your 

devotion to God displayed in daily life? Do they see you in prayer and study of God’s Word? 

Do you have a spiritual family time to help them understand the importance of a strong 

relationship with God? 

 

2. Why did David do nothing about Amnon’s crime (or Absalom’s for that matter)? Could it be 

that David still felt guilt over his own sin and so overlooked the same type of sin in his 

children? When we cling to the guilt of forgiven sin, can it affect the way we view sin in 

others? Do we neglect to help a loved one who is straying from God because we feel guilty 

ourselves? What should we do about it? 

 

3. Under stress and his life in danger, David trusts in the Lord. When the priests want to take 

the Ark out of the city David replies, “If I find favor in the LORD's eyes, He will bring me 

back and let me see it and His dwelling place again. But if He says, 'I am not pleased with 

you,' then I am ready; let Him do to me whatever seems good to Him” (15:25). Are we 

willing to trust God even when everything seems to be going wrong?  
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READ THE NT: Luke 14 


