
2 SAMUEL: DAVID’S GREAT SIN 

Thursday, March 5 

Reading: 2 Samuel 11-12 
 

2 Samuel 11:2  One evening David got up from his bed and walked around on the roof of the palace.  
From the roof he saw a woman bathing. The woman was very beautiful, 3  and David sent someone to  
find out about her. The man said, "Isn't this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the 
Hittite?" 4  Then David sent messengers to get her. She came to him, and he slept with her.  

 

Israel is at war with the nation of Ammon. But instead of going to battle with his troops as usual, 

David sends Joab to besiege the Ammon capital of Rabbah while David stays home. One 

evening he sees a beautiful woman bathing on her rooftop below. David sends for her and they 

begin an adulterous affair. 

 

When Bathsheba discovers she is pregnant, David tries to cover up their sin. First he brings her 

husband Uriah home hoping he will spend the night with his wife and everyone will think the 

baby is his. When this doesn’t work, David gets Uriah drunk in an attempt to get him to go 

home. Finally, he sends Uriah back to the battle unknowingly carrying his own death warrant. 

David uses the Ammonite army to kill Uriah. This is made all the worse when we realize that 

Uriah is not a stranger to David. He is one of David’s best and most loyal warriors who had 

followed David through his years of running from Saul and was in his top 37 “mighty men”      

(2 Samuel 23:8-39)! Other innocent soldiers are also killed by David’s plan to kill Uriah and thus 

cover his own sin. 

 

David is now free to take Bathsheba as his wife. David may have thought he got away with it. 

“But the thing David had done displeased the Lord” (11:27). After 9 months of wallowing in sin, 

God sends the prophet Nathan to confront the king. When confronted with his sin David repents. 

The words of Psalm 51 record David’s prayer of repentance. Though David is forgiven and 

restored, there will be consequences. The baby born to he and Bathsheba would die and David’s 

family would never again see peace.  

  

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. David’s sin came in stages. (1) He was not where he should have been. He should have been 

on the battlefield, not at home relaxing on his roof.  (2) He lingered when he should have ran. 

The initial glance at Bathsheba was not sin. But David did not look away. He lusted after her 

and inquired about her. (3) He acted on his sinful desires. He had already sinned in his heart 

and now he acted on that wicked thought. (4) He tried to cover up his sin which led to 

treachery, murder, and months of alienation from God! Sin, when it is not dealt with, will 

always lead to deeper sinfulness and a callous attitude toward what we have done. Is there 

any sin in your life you need to deal with?  Don’t let it fester!  

  

2. We should not hold Bathsheba guiltless in this affair. She must have known that her bath was 

visible from the palace and may have even hoped David would see her (my opinion). Do we 

ever do things that might cause others to fall into sin? 

 

3. Even forgiven sins can have consequences. The delivered drug addict may still suffer the 

physical effects of their sin. The criminal, though forgiven by God, may still face jail for 

their crime. Like David, we must realize that our sins affect the lives of others and there are 

consequences. But God is with us even through the consequences to strengthen and help us. 
 

READ THE NT: Luke 13 


