
FRUIT OF REPENTANCE 

Wednesday, March 3 

Reading: Luke 3:1-20 
 

Luke 3:7  John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned  
you to flee from the coming wrath? 8  Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say  
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up 
children for Abraham. 9  The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce  
good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 

 

Poet and book translator Thomas Russell Ybarra (1880-1971) did not think much of Christians. 

In his 1909 book “The Christian” he included the following quotation: “A Christian is a man 

who feels repentance on a Sunday for what he did on Saturday and is going to do on Monday.” 
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Sadly this is many people’s idea of repentance. 

 

Luke’s gospel gives us the most detailed account of John’s preaching. He sets John’s ministry 

firmly in history by listing the rulers of Rome, Judea, and the Temple (This makes the year about 

29 AD). He also sets it firmly in God’s program by quoting Isaiah 40:3-5 in regards to John. 

People flocked to John to be baptized and repent of their sins. 

 

However some (Matthew points them out as Pharisees and Sadducees) did not believe they 

needed to repent. They were the chosen people after all! But John informs them that true 

repentance is shown by actions and their lives showed no evidence of righteousness. They too 

needed to repent or God’s judgment would fall. 

 

This notion of “fruit in keeping with repentance” extended to the common people as well. John 

instructed them to share with the needy as evidence of their repentance. He told tax collectors not 

to over tax the people and soldiers not to abuse their authority and be content with their situation.  

 

This kind of preaching led many to wonder if John Himself was the promised Savior.  But John 

knew his role. Though he could have grabbed all the glory for himself, he instead presents 

himself as the humblest of servants - one who was not even worthy to do the task of the lowest of 

slaves (untying sandal straps to wash feet). His water baptism was only a faint picture of the 

baptism that Messiah would bring.   

  

Unlike the quotation from Ybarra, repentance does not mean saying “I’m sorry” and then going 

out and doing it again. Repentance must involve a change of heart and a change in attitude and 

actions. John’s focus reminds us that true repentance will ALWAYS be followed by actions. We 

cannot expect God to forgive us if we are not willing to set right what had been wrong. These 

actions are not the cause of our salvation but are the evidence that our salvation is genuine.  

 

When you examine your life, what evidence or fruit do you see?   
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Joshua 1-4; Luke 4 


