
EXODUS: FOXHOLE REPENTANCE  

Sunday, March 3 

Reading: Exodus 9:27-35 
 

Exodus 9:27  Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I have sinned,” he said to them.  

“The LORD is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. 28  Pray to the LORD, for we have had 

enough thunder and hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to stay any longer.” 29  Moses replied, “When  

I have gone out of the city, I will spread out my hands in prayer to the LORD. The thunder will stop and  

there will be no more hail, so you may know that the earth is the LORD’s. 30  But I know that you and  

your officials still do not fear the LORD God.” 
 

Pharaoh’s response to the hailstorm is different than before. There are no attempts at 

compromise or bargaining. Pharaoh admits, “I have sinned.” He even goes so far as to say the 

Lord is right and he and his people are wrong (this Hebrew word literally means guilty or 

wicked). He again asks Moses to pray to the Lord to end the plague and he will let the Israelites 

go. 

 

Moses promises to pray but he is not fooled by Pharaoh’s “repentance.” He knows that “you and 

your officials still do not fear the LORD God.” As Moses leaves the palace, he prays and God 

stops the thunder, hail, lightning, and rain. When Pharaoh saw that the threat was over he 

hardened his heart once again. Just as Moses had deduced, Pharaoh’s heart was not changed. 

This was not a real repentance. 

 

LESSON ONE: “This Time I Have Sinned.” Pharaoh said all the right words but from his later 

actions it is clear that his heart had not changed. In the moment of devastation, he might have 

considered God’s power but it did not last. Many people make “foxhole repentance.” They 

promise to follow God if He will get them out of their present trouble. But once the danger is 

past they most often forget their promise and go on living as before. True repentance always 

comes from a changed heart. Do you know anyone who has had “a foxhole repentance” but no 

real change occurred? How can you help this person realize their need for true repentance and a 

relationship with the Lord?  

 

LESSON TWO: “I Will Spread Out My Hands in Prayer.” Despite Moses’ misgivings about 

Pharaoh’s “repentance” he still prayed for end of the plague. He could have said, “They deserve 

everything they get after the way they treated my people.” But he instead prays for their relief 

from the storm. How do you pray for those who have mistreated you in some way? How would 

God want you to pray for them? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTE: Exodus 9:31 gives us what crops were destroyed and also prepares us for the next plague. Flax and barley 

would be harvested in February thus the hail destroyed them. The wheat and spelt were harvested in late March and 

would be destroyed by the locusts to come. This also tells us that the last four plagues happened within a two month 

period since we know Passover and the Exodus took place in April. 

 

 

 


