
2 SAMUEL: THE DAVIDIC COVENANT 

Tuesday, March 3 

Reading: 2 Samuel 7 
 

2 Samuel 7:15  But my love will never be taken away from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I 

removed from before you. 16  Your house and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne  

will be established forever.’ ”  
 

After the death of Saul, David returned to Israel and became king of Judah while the rest of the 

tribes followed King Saul’s son Ishbosheth and Saul’s general Abner. After 7-years of civil war, 

Ishbosheth is assassinated by his own men and David becomes king of all Israel. One of his first 

acts is to conquer the city of Jerusalem and make it his new capital (2 Samuel 1-6). 

 

This sets the stage for one of the most important promises in Scripture – the Davidic Covenant. 

David’s heart yearned to honor God. He was upset that he was living in a beautiful palace while 

the Ark of God was in a tent. He called the prophet Nathan and revealed his desire to build a 

magnificent house for God. But the Lord had other plans. 

 

Nathan reports to David that instead of the king building a house for God, the Lord was going to 

build a house for David. God made several promises in this covenant: [1] God would make 

David’s name great and establish His people in peace under his reign (7:8-11), [2] God would 

give David a son who would build the Temple (7:12-13), and [3] unlike Saul, God would 

establish David’s kingdom forever (7:14-16). 

 

David’s response to this promise is and amazing prayer. He admits his own unworthiness (7:18-

21) and God’s greatness and mercy in blessing His people (7:22-24). David prays that the Lord’s 

promise will be fulfilled so that God’s name will be honored and everyone will know that God’s 

word is trustworthy and true (7:25-29). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Have you ever had plans that did not go the way you wanted? David could have been 

disappointed that he could not build the Temple, but instead he trusted in the much better 

plan God would achieve through his life and family. Do you praise God when He changes 

your plans and desires? Can you trust His better plan even if you never see the end results? 

 

2. We see the outworking of this covenant in the history of Israel. God did raise up David’s son 

Solomon to build the Temple. However, a majority of the kings that followed David were not 

godly. Yet God did not remove David’s line from the throne as He had with Saul. He kept 

His promise. How does knowing God always keeps His promises help you to follow Him? 

 

3. Centuries later, the line of Davidic kings in Jerusalem would come to an end. Since the 

Babylonian Captivity there has not been a descendent of David sitting on the throne of Israel. 

What happened to God’s promise of an eternal kingdom?  Listen to these words: 

 

Luke 1:30  But the angel said to [Mary], "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor 

with God. 31  You will be with child and give birth to a Son, and you are to give him the 

name Jesus. 32  He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord 

God will give Him the throne of His father David, 33  and He will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever; His kingdom will never end."  (emphasis added) 
 

 

READ THE NT: Luke 11 


