
FAILING TO FOLLOW 

Wednesday, March 31 

Reading: Luke 9:57-62 
 

Luke 9:57  As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.”  

58  Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son  

of Man has no place to lay his head.” 
 

This chapter closes with 3 would-be followers who all made excuses for not following. The first 

man approaches Jesus and offers himself as a disciple. Jesus cautions this man that to be a 

disciple would cost something. Jesus had no home of His own and His disciples must be willing 

to give up worldly security to follow Him. A disciple must count the cost of commitment to 

Christ. What Jesus offers is far more valuable than anything this world offers. Apparently, this 

was too much for this man for we hear no more from Him. 

 

Jesus now calls another man to follow Him. This man’s excuse is that he be allowed to first go 

home and bury his father. “The man's asking for permission to bury [his] father, however, did not 

mean that his father was already dead. The phrase was a common Near Eastern figure of speech 

that referred to a son's responsibility to help his father in the family business until the father died 

and the inheritance was distributed.” 
1
 In fact, this figure of speech is still used in this way today 

in the Middle East. It is usually associated with receiving a share of the inheritance. If this man 

left early, he may lose or at least have a smaller inheritance. Thus he wants to wait to follow 

Jesus. Jesus answers with another proverb – “Let the dead bury their own dead.” This proverb 

meant let the world take care of the things of the world. Preaching the kingdom of God was far 

too important to wait. Following Christ must come first – before anything! This man too fades 

from the pages of Scripture. 

 

The last man makes the simple request of saying goodbye to his family. He was still tied to his 

home and is reluctant to totally commit to Jesus.  In reply, the Lord tells this man there is no 

looking back for a disciple of Christ. Like a man plowing a field, his eyes must be focused 

forward on his work for the Lord. If he looks back to the past, he will not “plow” a straight line. 

Nothing must come between the disciple and his Lord. 

 

These three men all disappear after Jesus’ warnings about counting the cost. Jesus wants total 

dedication, not halfhearted commitment. When we make anything more important than our 

commitment to the Savior, we are failing to follow. 
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  John MacArthur. MacArthur New Testament Commentary: Matthew 8-15, p 24. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 2 SAMUEL 1-4; Luke 24 


