
EZRA: GOING HOME 

Tuesday, March 31 

Reading: Ezra 1, 3 
 

Ezra 1:1  In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, 

the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and to put it 

in writing: 2  "This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: "'The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth and he has appointed me to build a temple for him at Jerusalem in Judah. 
 

After his conquest of Babylon, Cyrus king of Persia wrote a decree allowing the Jews to return 

home and rebuild the Temple the Babylonians had destroyed (538 BC). He thought this was a 

good political move. Ancient historians tell us that his policy was to let exiled people return to 

their homeland and reestablish the worship of their gods. In this way, Cyrus felt he would win 

their loyalty and (being a polytheist) they would also pray to their gods on his behalf. However, 

behind his own reasons for making this decree was the hand of God. He was working through 

this pagan king to fulfill His promises made through the prophets Isaiah (Isa. 44-45) and 

Jeremiah (Jer. 25 & 29). 

 

About 50,000 Jews returned to Judea under the leadership of Zerubbabel, Sheshbazzar the 

governor, and Jeshua the high priest. This was a fraction of the number of total Jews living in 

exile. Many like Daniel may have been too old to make the long journey. Others who were born 

in Babylon were too tied to their positions and possessions to want to leave. But this faithful 

remnant returned to burned cities and began to rebuild. 

 

After settling into their towns, the first thing they did was rebuilt the altar for sacrifice. They 

knew the importance of bringing their sacrifices to God and receiving His forgiveness. Then 

after months of work the foundation of the Temple was laid. It was a day of mixed emotions. The 

younger generation celebrated that the house of God was underway. The older generation who 

had seen Solomon’s Temple (they had to be at least in their 70’s) wept when they saw how small 

this new Temple would be. 

  

 POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. While Cyrus had his own agenda for freeing the Jews, God used him to fulfill His purposes, 

even to the point of returning the Temple treasures that had been stolen by Nebuchadnezzar. 

God is behind the scenes of everything, moving the hearts of people whether they realize it or 

not. When have you seen God working through people in your life? Has God used you to 

fulfill His purposes in someone’s life? 

 

2. The journey home and the task of rebuilding would be a difficult one, opposed by enemies on 

every side. Many of the Jews decided not to return but to stay in their comfortable lives in 

Babylon. Are you one of the faithful who step out in faith to follow the Lord? Or do you 

decide to stay comfortable and let someone else do it? 

 

3. The mixed reaction of the people to the temple foundation reminds us of what happens in 

many churches today. Some prefer to live in the “glory days” of the past and discourage 

God’s work because it’s not like the “good old days.” But God works in different ways with 

different people and with various sizes and directions. We need to rejoice whenever and 

wherever we see Him moving and working. 
 

 

READ THE NT: John 11 


