
EZRA & NEHEMIAH: REBUILDING A NATION 

Monday, March 30 

Reading: Ezra 9 
 

Nehemiah 2:18  I also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king 

had said to me. They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work.  
 

The books of Ezra and Nehemiah describe the return of the Jewish exiles from Babylon to 

rebuild the temple and the city of Jerusalem. It covers a period of about 100 years. Zerubabbel 

led the first group of Jews home around 538 BC (Ezra 1-6). These chapters describe the struggle 

to rebuild the temple which ultimately took 21 years. About 80 years later (458 BC) Ezra led 

another group back to Jerusalem to help teach the people God’s Word (Ezra 7-10). In another 14 

years (444 BC) Nehemiah led a final group with the goal of rebuilding the protective walls of 

Jerusalem (Nehemiah 1-6) and setting up a responsible government under God (Nehemiah 7-10). 

 

A repeated phrase to look for is “the good hand of God.” It is a reminder that we succeed only 

because God is with us and blesses the work when we follow Him. 

 

AUTHOR: There is little doubt that Ezra and Nehemiah wrote the books that bear their name. 

 

OUTLINE OF EZRA & NEHEMIAH 

 

(1) Return Under Zerubbabel  Ezra 1-2   

(2) Rebuilding the Temple   Ezra 3-6 

(3) Return Under Ezra   Ezra 7-8 

(4) Reforms Under Ezra   Ezra 9-10 

(5) Return Under Nehemiah  Nehemiah 1-2 

(6) Rebuilding the Walls of Jerusalem  Nehemiah 3-7 

(7) Revival of the People   Nehemiah 8-10 

(8) Reforms Under Nehemiah  Nehemiah 11-13 

 

Two important factors in Ezra and Nehemiah are dependence on God’s Word and prayer. As you 

read these books, notice how many times these two things are stressed.  

 

Chuck Swindoll gives some important insights from Ezra: 
 

“The parallel between rebuilding the temple and rebuilding people is unmistakable in Ezra. Both projects fall 

under the sovereign control of God. Bot involve community rather than isolation. Both meet resistance. Both 

require time and commitment. Both have the Word of God at the center. And both bring glory and honor to   

God” 
1 

 

Where are you in the spiritual building process? Just starting? On hold because of opposition? 

Coming along fine? Needing a fresh start? 
 

 
1
  Charles R. Swindoll and Gary Matlack.  God’s Masterwork: Volume 2 – Ezra through Daniel, p. 10. 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: John 10 


