
WHEN JESUS WAS A BOY 

Tuesday, March 2 

Reading: Luke 2:39-52 
 

Luke 2:52  And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 
 

We have very little information about Jesus’ life from His birth to the beginning of His public 

ministry some thirty years later. This has caused a lot of strange speculations and stories. As 

early as the 2
nd

 century ‘gospels’ were being circulated that had the boy Jesus making clay birds 

come to life and all sorts of other miracles. These are all fiction for John 2:11 tells us Jesus’ first 

miracle was at a wedding in Cana. Still others suggest Jesus travelled learning from the spiritual 

leaders in the Orient. These kinds of speculations can get pretty ridiculous. 

 

Luke 2:39-40 gives us a snapshot of Jesus’ early life. He jumps over the visit of the wise men 

and flight to Egypt recorded in Matthew’s gospel and picks up the story with the young family’s 

return to their home in Nazareth of Galilee. Jesus’ early days were filled with the normal things 

that happens to boys. He grew! His body grew and he matured like any other boy. He learned! 

Jewish boys went to school in the local synagogue where they learned to read and studied the 

Scriptures. God’s “grace” refers to the favor of God on His young life. God was directing and 

shaping His Son for the special mission for which He was sent. This brings up one of the bigger 

questions: When did Jesus realize Who He was – the Son of God? 

 

Luke 2:41-50 gives us the only extended look into Jesus during these ‘silent years.’ Jesus is 

twelve years old – one year away from His bar mitzvah where He would become a “son of the 

covenant” and would begin to take on the responsibilities of adulthood. After celebrating the 

Passover week with His family in Jerusalem, Jesus stays behind as the caravan heads north 

towards home. However, Mary and Joseph do not realize Jesus is missing. Usually the men and 

women of a caravan would travel in separate groups so Mary and Joseph probably assumed Jesus 

was with the other parent. 

When they realize He is not with them they return to Jerusalem and begin the search. I 

 

They find Jesus in the temple with the rabbis. These religious giants of the day are amazed at 

Jesus’ understanding. Mary’s worry finally comes out in a rebuke of her Son. “Why have you 

treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” Jesus responds 

with a mild correction of His own. “Didn’t you know I had to be in My Father’s house?” This 

tells us that Jesus knew His true identity by the age of twelve. Joseph may have been His ‘foster’ 

father, but Jesus realized His true Father was in heaven and He must be about His business. 

 

The last verses (2:51-52) give us a final glimpse into Jesus’ life in Nazareth with Mary and 

Joseph. He is an obedient Son. He lives in obscurity in Nazareth, growing and learning as any 

other person would do. He would have been an older brother to the children Mary and Joseph 

have later (Mark 6:3) and the provider for the family when Joseph dies. He was a keen observer 

of nature and the occupations and lives of those around Him. He would use this knowledge in 

His teaching to help the people understand His Father’s message. Jesus lived just as we all do: 

working, living, and loving until the time was right for Him to be revealed to Israel. 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Deuteronomy 32-34; Luke 3 


