
EXODUS: HAIL FOR THE KING 

Saturday, March 2 

Reading: Exodus 9:13-26 
 

Exodus 9:13  Then the LORD said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say to  

him, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that they may worship  

me, 14  or this time I will send the full force of my plagues against you and against your officials and  

your people, so you may know that there is no one like me in all the earth. 15  For by now I could have 

stretched out my hand and struck you and your people with a plague that would have wiped you off the 

earth. 16  But I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I might show you my power and that my  

name might be proclaimed in all the earth. 
 

The seventh plague brought a hailstorm that destroyed all the Egyptian crops and killed anyone 

or anything that was outside. As Moses and Aaron confront Pharaoh before this event, God 

reveals His purpose in these plagues – “that I might show you My power and that My name 

might be proclaimed in all the earth.” 

 

Many of the Egyptians heeded Moses’ warning and brought their animals and slaves inside. 

Those who did not listen had their animals and people killed by the hail. Once again God 

protects His people in the land of Goshen. No hail fell there! 

 

LESSON ONE: “I Have Raised You Up For This Purpose.” Why did God allow Pharaoh to keep 

opposing Him? The Lord says it is so His power and name might be known in all the earth. 

When Joshua and the people entered the Promised Land 40 years later, the people of Canaan 

were still talking about these events (Josh. 2:8-11) and melted in fear before God’s power. Even 

Pharaoh’s obstinate opposition was used for God’s ultimate purpose. If Pharaoh exalted himself 

against God, then God would exalt Himself through Pharaoh! The same is true today! Those who 

stand opposed to God and shake their fists in His face will not accomplish their goals. God uses 

even His enemies to achieve His purpose. In our world of chaos where people are drifting further 

away from God, how does this fact help you cope? How might this truth affect the way you 

pray? 

 

LESSON TWO: “By Now I Could Have…Wiped You Off the Earth.” This is a statement of 

God’s mercy. He would have been justified in destroying Egypt with one fatal swoop but He 

gave Pharaoh opportunity after opportunity to repent. Even in this plague of hail God warned the 

people to bring their animals and slaves inside in order to save them. God is a God of mercy! Sin 

deserves judgment but God “does not treat us as our sins deserve” (Psa. 103:10ff). Take time 

today to thank God for His mercy. 

 

LESSON THREE: “Let My People Go, So That They May Worship Me.” God has repeated this 

command several times. But what can we learn from it? God did not free His people so they 

could go on with their own lives and do what they wanted. He saved them so that they might 

worship and serve Him. Israel failed at this responsibility almost from day one after the Exodus. 

Similarly, God has not saved us from our sins so that we can live for ourselves. He saved us so 

we might worship and serve Him. He saved us to give us the abundant life that can only be found 

in a personal relationship with Him. How would you rate your worship and service? Is your life 

about pleasing God or more about pleasing yourself?  
 

 

 

 

 


