
LEARNING FROM FAILURE 

Monday, March 29 

Reading: Luke 9:37-45 
 

Luke 9:44  “Listen carefully to what I am about to tell you: The Son of Man is going to be delivered into  

the hands of men.” 45  But they did not understand what this meant. It was hidden from them, so that  

they did not grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him about it. 
 

After His glorious transfiguration on the mountain, Jesus arrived to confusion at the bottom of 

the mountain. A father had brought his demon possessed son to be healed. With Jesus absent, his 

father had brought him to the remaining 9 disciples. They had been given “authority to drive out 

all demons” when they were sent out two by two (9:1-2). Now, however, they are powerless to 

help. Jesus points out the cause of their failure when He says “O unbelieving and perverse 

generation.”   

 

This rebuke was not aimed directly at the disciples but at the faithless attitude they were 

displaying – the same attitude as most of the Jews of the day. Jesus would later tell them that 

they failed because “this kind can come out by nothing but prayer and fasting” (Mark 9:29). The 

disciples had not been prepared. Perhaps they thought the power was available at their whim. 

Jesus reminded them that their faith must be placed firmly in Him at all times. 

 

What upset Jesus the most was that His disciples still did not understand! He again tells them of 

His coming death. He wants His words to “sink down into your ears” (‘listen carefully’ in NIV). 

However, with all the crowds marveling over Jesus casting out the demon, the disciples could 

not see how the people could turn on Him. 

 

Do we sometimes fail in our service for God because we have forgotten to prepare? Like the 

disciples, do we miss the point of God’s plan because we are just not paying attention? Prayer 

and faith are essential ingredients for living the Christian life. Without both we are sure to fail.  

 

The disciples had a hard time learning from their failures. In fact, they keep making the same 

ones over and over again. But if we pay attention, failure can be one of the best teachers. 

Motivational speaker Denis Waitley put it this way: 
 

“Failure should be our teacher, not our undertaker. Failure is delay, not defeat. It is a temporary detour, not a 

dead end. Failure is something we can avoid only by saying nothing, doing nothing, and being nothing.” 
1
 

 

What have learned from your failures? How have they made you a better Christian? Don’t let 

fear stop you from being “all that you can be” for the Lord. 
 

 

 

 
1
  https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/denis-waitley-quotes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 SAMUEL 24-27; Luke 22 


