
CHRONICLES: THE LOST BOOK 

Sunday, March 29 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 34-36 
 

2 Chronicles 34:30  …[Josiah] read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had 
been found in the temple of the LORD. 31  The king stood by his pillar and renewed the covenant in the 
presence of the LORD—to follow the LORD and keep his commands, statutes and decrees with all his heart 
and all his soul, and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book. 

 

The last good king of Judah was Josiah. He was born during the closing days of his grandfather 

King Manasseh’s reign. These were the days after he repented of his evil ways and was trying to 

set things right. While Manasseh’s attempt did not affect the nation or even his own son Amon, it 

did seem to have a positive effect on young Josiah. Crowned king at age eight, he would seek 

God during his teenage years and attempt to bring his people back to God. 

 

It was during the 18
th

 year of his reign that the Book of Law that had been lost was discovered in 

the Temple during repairs. The judgments of God for disobedience recorded in this Book spurred 

Josiah on to greater worship of God and attempts at revival for his people of Judah. 

 

However, it was not to be! Sin had sunk deeply into the hearts of the people and nothing could 

remove it. Though they outwardly followed the king’s lead, when Josiah is killed in battle they 

went right back to their old sinful ways. All his reforms fall by the wayside. None of his sons 

have his faith and Judah once again sinks into idol worship and disobedience to God. God uses 

Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army to punish his people; destroying Jerusalem and the 

temple and sending them into exile.  

 

But Chronicles ends on a note of hope. After 70 years, the Persians conquer Babylon and King 

Cyrus allows the Jews to return home and rebuild the temple. It is a sign that the Lord their God 

was still with them. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. How did finding God’s Word in the Temple change Josiah’s attempts to reform the people of 

Judah?  When was the last time the Word of God had a powerful effect to change your life? 

 

2. Have we lost God’s Word? It has been a best seller for centuries, but do we bother to read 

and obey it! As a nation, we have drifted far from the biblical principles we once claimed to 

love. Many so-called churches have abandoned the preaching of the Word for their own 

“self-help” and “feel better” philosophies. True Christians are known by their love and 

obedience to the Word of God! Does this describe you or is the Bible still a “lost book?”    

(cf. Psalm 19:7-11) 

 

3. The last years of Judah’s history are very sad! Despite the genuine faith and zeal for God 

displayed by King Josiah (and despite the preaching of Jeremiah), the people preferred to live 

for themselves and worship idols that could not help them. How does this compare with our 

society today? What examples can we take from Josiah for living in our crooked world? 
 


