
CHRONICLES: WHEN GOOD KINGS GO BAD 

Thursday, March 19 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 22-24 
 

2 Chronicles 24:21  But they plotted against [Zechaiah], and by order of the king they stoned him to  
death in the courtyard of the LORD’s temple. 22  King Joash did not remember the kindness Zechariah’s 
father Jehoiada had shown him but killed his son, who said as he lay dying, “May the LORD see this and  
call you to account.” 

 

Sadly the last record of Jehoshaphat’s reign is another compromising alliance with Ahab’s son 

(20:31-36). His association with this wicked family corrupts his own family. His son (Jehoram) 

and grandson (Ahaziah) both follow the ways of Ahab. When Ahaziah is killed in Jehu’s “clean 

sweep” of Ahab’s house, his mother Athaliah, Jezebel’s daughter, seizes the opportunity to 

eliminate the rest of Judah’s royal family and claim the throne for herself, establishing Baal 

worship in Jerusalem. Jehoshaphat’s compromise has yielded bitter fruit. However, one heir to 

the throne survives. Baby Joash is saved by his cousin Jehosheba and hidden in the Temple, 

brought up by her husband, the priest Jehoiada. 

 

For six years, Athaliah’s tyranny reigns until Jehoiada institutes a coup that sees seven-year-old 

Joash crowned king and Athaliah killed. Baal worship is eliminated and the land is once again at 

peace. But there is an ominous note in 2 Chronicles 24:2. “Joash did what right in the eyes of the 

Lord all the years of Jehoiada the priest.” 

 

Under the direction of the godly priest, Joash repairs the Temple. But after Jehoiada dies, the 

pro-idol faction convinces the king to abandon the Temple and the Lord. After ignoring the 

warnings of the prophets, God sends Jehoida’s son Zechariah to confront the people. However, 

Joash has him stoned to death in the Temple courtyard. This was a heinous act not only because 

he was silencing God’s message, but because Zechariah was his cousin and had probably been 

raised with him in the Temple by Jehoiada. This was the ultimate dishonoring of all Jehoiada had 

done for Joash. 

 

As punishment, God allows the Aramean army to plunder Jerusalem and Joash himself is soon 

assassinated by his own men. He is not even given the honor of being buried in the tombs of the 

kings, as his mentor Jehoiada had been. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. Joash had a BORROWED FAITH. He seemed to follow God as long as Jehoiada was alive, 

but when the priest was gone Joash’s true nature came out. His “faith” was borrowed from 

his mentor Jehoiada. He had no real faith of his own. It is easy to “follow God” when we are 

surrounded by church people. The real test of the genuiness of our faith comes when we are 

alone and surrounded by those who are living for themselves and care nothing for God. Do 

you have a genuine faith or a borrowed faith? Do you have a personal relationship with 

Christ or have you “inherited” your faith from your parents, Sunday School teacher, pastor 

etc.?  

 

2. This is also a warning for Christian parents. While we rejoice at the signs of spiritual growth 

in our children, we must be sure that we continue to encourage them to grow in their faith. 

We must show them what it means to follow Christ and encourage them to have their own 

personal relationship with God. 
 

 

READ THE NT: John 7 


