
SENDING OUT THE TWELVE 

Thursday, March 25 

Reading: Luke 9:1-9 
 

Luke 9:1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 
demons and to cure diseases, 2  and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 

 

Jesus sends out the Twelve on their first preaching assignment. They were His representatives 

and were given power and authority to preach, heal, and cast out demons in His name while 

preaching a message of repentance. They were to travel light and depend on God to supply their 

needs. God would lead them to people who would provide for them. This would stretch the 

disciples’ faith and show people that Jesus’ message was not about wealth and prosperity but 

service. Jesus warned that not everyone would receive them. To “shake the dust off your feet” 

was an action a Jew did in disgust when leaving a Gentile area. For the disciples to do this when 

leaving a Jewish town would be a vivid picture of God’s displeasure of their rejection of Jesus’ 

message. 

 

Jesus’ ministry was growing and came to the attention of Herod Antipas. He was the son of 

Herod the Great who had tried to kill Jesus as a baby (Matthew 2). Rome had given him the 

regions of Galilee and Perea to rule as tetrarch. When people started suggesting that Jesus was 

really John the Baptist raised from the dead, Herod became worried. It was he who had the 

Baptist beheaded after putting him prison for condemning his relationship with his brother 

Philip’s wife Herodias, who was also Herod’s niece. (For details of John’s death see Matthew 14 

& Mark 6). Herod will get his chance to see Jesus just before the crucifixion (Luke 23). 

 

Jesus’ instructions to the Twelve remind us of some important truths. (1) The gospel is a “not for 

profit” mission. We do not minister to gain wealth, popularity, or power. (2) God will provide 

when we are faithful. (3) Not everyone will listen to the gospel, but that should not discourage 

us. (4) It is in Christ’s power that we minister. To do it in our own strength will bring disaster 

and ruin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Samuel 16-19; Luke 20 


