
CHRONICLES: DANGERS OF COMPROMISE 

Wednesday, March 18 

Reading: 2 Chronicles 17-18 
 

2 Chronicles 18:1  Now Jehoshaphat had great wealth and honor, and he allied himself with Ahab by marriage. 
 

Asa’s son Jehoshaphat is 36 when he becomes king (2 Chron. 20:31). He had watched his father 

serve the Lord and had seen his fall into sin. Jehoshaphat was determined to follow the Lord as 

his father had done early in his reign. “His heart was devoted to the ways of the Lord.” Not only 

does he continue to exterminate idol worship in Judah, he also sends out priests and Levites 

throughout the kingdom to teach the people God’s Word. For his faithfulness “the fear of the 

Lord fell on all the kingdoms surrounding Judah” and he “became more and more powerful.” 

 

However, Jehoshaphat made one fatal compromise that will destroy his family and almost cost 

him his life. He makes an alliance with Ahab, the wicked king of Israel by marrying his son 

Jehoram to Ahab and Jezebel’s daughter Athaliah. He even goes to war at Ahab’s side! 

 

Before the battle, Ahab assembles his false prophets who encourage the king to go to war and 

promise victory. Jehoshaphat wants to hear from a prophet of God and Ahab reluctantly sends 

for Micaiah. Warned to “play ball,” Micaiah sarcastically mimics the other prophets’ words. 

Then he proclaims the destruction of Ahab’s army and the death of Ahab himself. For speaking 

God’s Word, Micaiah is thrown into prison. 

 

As they go out to battle, Ahab disguises himself as a regular soldier while encouraging 

Jehoshaphat to wear his royal robes. The enemy has been ordered to “take out” only Ahab. When 

they see Jehoshaphat in his royal robes they assume he is the one they are after and Jehoshaphat 

narrowly escapes with his life. But God will not let Ahab’s disguise defeat His Word. A stray 

arrow mortally wounds the wicked king and he dies. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
1. It probably appeared to be politically advantageous to make an alliance with Ahab and Israel. 

It would bring peace. However, the effects would be devastating for Jehoshaphat’s family 

and the nation of Judah (see tomorrow’s devotions).  The Bible warns us not to compromise 

with evil. What compromises might there be in your life? Take the words of the Apostle Paul 

to heart: 
 

2 Corinthians 6:14  Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness 

have in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?..16  What agreement is there between 

the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God…17  "Therefore come out from them 

and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you." 
 

2. In contrast to King Jehoshaphat’s compromise stands the prophet Micaiah. In the face of 

opposition from both king and so-called prophets, Micaiah stands his ground and reports 

God’s message of doom. Even prison does not deter him from speaking the truth. Do you 

speak God’s truth in the midst of our society that doesn’t want to hear it? Are you willing to 

face ridicule and persecution for the Word of God? 
 

 

READ THE NT: John 6 


