
WHEN FAMILY REJECTS 

Monday, March 22 

Reading: Luke 8:16-21 
 

Luke 6:46  “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 47  As for everyone who comes to 

me and hears my words and puts them into practice, I will show you what they are like. 
 

The gospel of Mark gives us more details about this incident with Jesus’ family (see Mark 3:20-

21; 31-35). It is sad that they did not believe in Him until after the resurrection (John 7:2-5). His 

brothers and sisters (younger half-siblings born to Mary and Joseph) heard about what was going 

on with Jesus and concluded that He had gone crazy. They believed that Jesus had wrongly 

convinced Himself that He was the Messiah and out of love and a desire to protect their brother 

they came to forcibly take Him back home. That Mary was involved in this attempt shows the 

extent of concern the family had for Jesus’ well-being.  She knew who He was although she did 

not realize the full scope and plan of His mission.  Seeing the situation seemingly out of control, 

her motherly instinct was to protect her Son, even from Himself if necessary. When they could 

not get through the crowd they sent a message to Jesus in an effort to protect Him from Himself 

and the increasingly fanatical followers. 

  

When Jesus received their message He made a startling statement. Family was a priority in 

Jewish culture, so when Jesus pointed to His followers and said, “Here are My mother and My 

brothers!” it shocked the crowd. Jesus was not disowning His family. He was saying that 

spiritual bonds between believers are as strong as the physical bonds of family. Our eternal 

spiritual family consists of all those who do the will of God by obeying God’s Word and putting 

it into practice (Mark 3:35). 

 

For those who have family that reject your faith in Christ, Jesus knows your pain. He was 

misunderstood and rejected by His family as well. When our physical family is not there to 

support us, we have another family on which we can depend. Christians are a spiritual family – 

the family of God. And these bonds are eternal! Do you have close connections with your 

spiritual family on which you can lean for love and support? It can encourage us that Jesus’ 

family did come to believe in Him after the resurrection. We should never stop praying and 

witnessing to lost family members. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: 1 Samuel 4-7; Luke 17 


