
2 KINGS: KINGDOM’S FALL 

Sunday, March 22 

Reading: 2 Kings 24-25 
 

2 Kings 25:8  On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the nineteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 

Nebuzaradan commander of the imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 9  He set  

fire to the temple of the LORD, the royal palace and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every important building he  

burned down. 10  The whole Babylonian army under the commander of the imperial guard broke down the walls  

around Jerusalem. 11  Nebuzaradan the commander of the guard carried into exile the people who remained in  
the city, along with the rest of the populace and those who had deserted to the king of Babylon. 

 

When Hurricane Katrina hit Louisiana and the surrounding states in August of 2005, it left 

devastation in its wake. The estimated damage totaled $108 billion and over 1800 people that 

lost their lives. You may remember the pictures and television programs showing the wasteland 

that was left behind. The pictures could not help but bring emotions of sadness and sympathy for 

those caught in this storm. 

 

The picture given in 2 Kings 24-25 is meant to create similar emotions. They sadly display the 

devastating effects of disobedience. From the blinding of Judah’s last king after witnessing the 

murder of his sons to the destruction of the temple, we are meant to feel the suffering and 

destruction brought on by the Babylonian army. As if to accentuate this point, the author takes 

pains to describe in detail the beautiful temple pillars that were chopped up and carried away 

(25:16-17; Jeremiah 52:21-23 goes into even greater detail). The loss is meant to be felt. The 

final verse of chapter 24 proclaims the sad epitaph: 
 

2 Kings 24:20  It was because of the LORD's anger that all this happened to Jerusalem and Judah, and in 

the end he thrust them from his presence.  
 

Unlike the natural disaster of Katrina, the destruction of Jerusalem and God’s temple could have 

been avoided. The sins of Judah had been building up for centuries and God had continuously 

sent them prophets to call them back to Himself. The last of these prophets, Jeremiah, spent over 

40 years warning of God’s judgment with little results. 

 

According to the text, the final nail in Judah’s coffin was the reign of Manasseh who ruled over 

100 years before the Babylonian destruction (24:3-4). His wicked reign sent Judah into a tailspin 

from which they never recovered. Even the attempts at reform by good King Josiah could not 

change the people’s hearts. The statement that “the Lord was not willing to forgive” shows that 

God’s patience had run out. After over a century of following Manasseh’s wicked example, 

God’s judgment was about to fall. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 
The activities attributed to Manasseh sound much like America today. America is consumed by 

the worship of everything other than God. It dabbles in the occult and portrays it as “good 

magic.” It tries to remove the presence of God from every area of society. And it has gloried in 

the shedding of innocent blood (abortion, euthanasia, etc.).  [See 2 Kings 21 for comparison] 

God is patient but His judgment will come. It is time for us to pray for our country, that God 

might show His mercy and perhaps, like He did with Josiah, delay His judgment (see 2 Kings 

22:15-20). Let us repent and witness as we should before the “hurricane force” of God’s 

judgment falls.  
 


